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;  Rev.  8, 10.  the  third' Angel  founded,  and  there  felt" 

\  a  great  Star  from  heaven,  burning  at  itmereaLav ip,8c(i 
Rev.  1 1. 14. - behold,  the  third  Wo  cometh  quick]?* 
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TO  THE  READER. 

Oncerning  thofe admirable  ;  andamaizing 
works  of  God ,  which  are  by  us  called 
Comets,  as  under  a  Phyftcal  and  Mathema¬ 
tical  Conh&erztlon,  there  are  many  that 
have  pubi idled  their  Sentiments ,  and 
fame  to  good  purpofe  and  edification.  The  (cope  of 
the  eafuingdifcpurfe,  is  only  ('that  being  mod  pro¬ 
per  for  one  under  my  circumftances )  to  make  a  Theo¬ 
logical  Improvement  thereof.  There  are  that  do  pro  - 
pound  this  inquiry,  How  many  Comets  hath  the  world 
taken  notice  of  face  the  fir  (l  Creation  ?  Which  is  indeed  a 
Qneftionthatno  mortalliving  is  able  to  give  a  full  and 
certain 'anfwer  uato.  It  is  true  that  fundry  learned 
and  worthy  Writers  (  efpeciall  Lavater  and  /lifted) 
.have  attempted  to  give  us  the  Hiftory  of  Comets,  nou 
hath  their  labour  been  wholly  in  vain  or  unprofitable. 
In  the  Authors  but  now  mentioned  (though  others  give 
us  a  larger  account )  We  do  not  read  of  above  eleven. 
Blazing  Stirs,  in  thofe  Ages  .(  for  .about  four  thoufand 
■years )  that  were  before  the  Incarnation  ofthe  Son  of 
God:  Doubtlefs  there  were  more;  but  the  Records 
of  thofe  times  are  very  imperfect ,  fo  that  vve  cannot 
fay ,  when  they  appeared ,  or  by  whom  obfeirvecL 
The  number  of  Cometsteen  there  daft:  t$8o.  years,  is 
judged  to  be  about  i<pj.  .  Somedpeakofafarrgreatee 
number,  but  others  queftion  whether  there  have  beett 
f«  ma»y,  inafamch  as  diverfe  appearances  of  tjisfami 
'  A  f 
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T  o  tVf  Reader. 

Comet  have  been  fet  down  by  Hifiorians  as  if  they  hac81 
be-n  fo  many  difirindt  Comets.  Such  Stars  (for  fo  ra-’ 
therthan  Meteors  have  the  Obfervations  of  later  time;" 
evinced  them  to  be  )  have  ever  been  accounted  Omi- 
tnows  Prefages  of  great  mutations  and  miferyes  coming 
upon  the  world.  So  did  the  wife  men  amongft  the11 
Gentiles  of  old  (a)  their  Orators,  Poets,  Philofophers  ■ 

(n)  Ab  ultima  antiquiutu  mem  or  i a  notatum  eft  Comew 
femper  calamitatura  pravuncios  fuijje.  Cicer.  de  vat .  Dear, 
Lib.  2. 

- - diri  tot  is  s  arfere  Comet ce.  Virg. 

Et  terrii  nunquam  fyittacium  impune  Cornets. 

Claudlan. 

- Quando  voile  Comet#. 

Sangiitnei  lugubrenibent,  - — : - - — 

■  t 

ever  efte'em  of  them.  And  the  obfervation  hath  been 
fadiy  verified,  by  the  experience  oflatter  Ages  ;  con- 
fonant  to  the  holy  Scriptures  of  Truth,  where  (both  in 
the  OldTellamentand  in  the  NewJ  Prodigious  Sights 
and  Signs  in  the  heayensarg  mentioned  as  the  prefages 
of  great  Calamities.  Some  obje<3  that  after  the  biaz- 1 
ingStar,  Anno,.  1097.  A  very  fertile  profperous  year  1 
.  followed,  but  they  forget  that  the  next  year  a  direful 
Plague  raged  in  th  e  World.  Others  object  that  ivic^ 
lifts  and  Luthers  Reformations,  had  Comets  to  precede 
-them.  But  (to  fai  nothing  of  the  Warns  and  fatal  ’ 
changes  which  in  thofe  dayes  banned  in  diverfe  parts  of  ■■ 
the  World )  two  or  three  exceptions  do  not  invalidate 
the  truth  of  a  general  Affertion.  If  fuch  figns  are  com-  : 
monh;  prefages  of  fore  Calamityes ,  that’s  enough  to 
awaken  men  out  of  their  lethargyes,  though  now  and 
then,  once  in  an  hundred  times  it  ftiould  happen  to  be 
otherwayes,  which  yer  remains  tobedemonftrated. 
/Ufor  their  notion  who  think  that  Comets  are  figns  that 

the 
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fye  light  of  the  Gofpel  fhall  be  further  difperfed  in  the 
tvortd,  or  that  they  portend  mercy  to  the  Church ,  and 
Judgement  to  others  only  3  it  is  to  be wifhed  that 
here  were  a  folid  foundation  for  fuch  a  conceipt :  But 
lias !  Divifions  amongll  the  Lord’s  profefling  People 
hemfelves,  and  great  Perfecutions  have  oftentimes 
peen  the  fatal  confequents  of  fuch  portentous  figns. 
And  if  publick  calamities  come  upon  the  world,  it  is 
lottobeexpe&ed  but  that  the  Lord’s  People  ,  whilft 
hey  are  mixed  amongft  others  (  and  too  much  partak- 
ig  with  them  in  their  fins)  living  in  an  evil  world, will  , 
pave  their  (hare  therein.  It  hath  ever  been  fo,  and 
s  ever  like  to  be  fo,  until  the  (ign  of  the  Son  of  Man  ap¬ 
pear. 

As  for  the  Blazing  Star,  which  hath  occafioned  this 
prefent  Difcourfe,  it  was  a  terrible  fight  indeed,  efpe- 
:ially  about  the  middle  of  December  laft,  the  liream  of 
itch  a  Ihipendous  magnitude,  as  that  few  men  now 
iving  ever  beheld  the  like.  That  in  the  year,  1618. 
was  looked  upon  as  very  prodigious  (b)  yet  the  ra¬ 
diant  Locks  of  it  were  not  at  firlf 
(b)  Hijlory  of  great  though  at  laft  extended  above  4<;. 

5 rittain,  Pag.  128-  degrees  in  length,  whenas  this 
Jlark’s  Example,  was  about  6c.  degrees.  Yet  I 
Vol.  2.  p.  2 56.  cannot  fay  there  never  w  as  any  fo 
difmal  lince  the  world  began,  for 
I  have  read  ofdiverfe  no  lcfs  fear - 
(c)  Nat.  Cite/},  full.  Seneca  ( c )  fpeaketh  of  a 
Lib.  7.  C.  15, 16.  Comet  who  re  magnitude  was  equal 
with  that  of  the  Sun  :  And  of  ano- 
I'.er  that  prodigioufly  diffufcd  it  felf over  the  Via  kftea  5 
ind  of  another  very  formidable,  after  which  Helice 
nd  Buris,  Citves  in  slchaiz  perifhed  by  a  faswulluun- 
ation.  That  which  appeared  Anno  Chrifti,  145  2. 

(a)  was  above  5 6*  degrees  in 
fd)  Tefle  Mau-  length.  Writers  lpeak  of  fome 
tlero.  w  $Uizi*g 


To  the  Reader"' 


Zijizkg  Star  that  bath  been  attended  with  a  much  Ion? 
srcr  Ur  earn  ;  Yea,  of  one  that  was  50.  and  another  that 
•was  130.  degrees.  Keverthelefs ,  one  fo  fearful  toj 
behold  as  this,  hath  1  arely  been  brown  :  And  with-  ' 
cut  contrcverfic  feme  great  thing  is  portended  there¬ 
by.  1  fee  little  jeafen  tc  conclude ,  that  it  is  an  Omen 
C;  banpv  daves  to  the  world  untill  God  hath  made  way 
for  meicy  by  great  judgements.  Efpecially  connder-;! 
that  we  are  fallen  into  the  dregs  of  time,  wherein1 


Hlg,  UiciL  «l  s.  ;«»**-•*  »*'-  . - o-  --  '  r 

ihedayes  mutt  and  lhalibe  perilous.  It  was  long  lines  ' 
(e)  conjedlured,  that  in  the  Agesjr 
fe)  Kecfym-  more  immediatly  preceding  the 
Thyf.ubi  de  Cornetts.  day  of  judgement,  Cornels  and  c- 
n:mihi  169 7.  ther  fearful  Sights  ftould  be  more 

Jiiacius  deexufti-  frequent  than  formerly, as  intima*y 
cne  Mundi.  L  3.  tions  of  the  great  and  amazing' 
>10t  Revolutions  in  thofe  Ages  to  be 

accomplUhed.  It  will  not  be  long' 1 
before  the  fecond  Wo  Trumpet  hath  dene  its  work, 
and  then  the  third  Wo  will  come  quickly.  The  Lord1 


ill 


ill 


<rVant  that  we  may  be  accounted  worthy  to  tt«nd  before 


the  Son  of  Man  at  His  coming.  .. 

The  learned  2nd  judicious  Afo/-' 
( f)  Ve  Origins  finian  ( f )  writes  that  Anno,| 
temtlorum.  P,  59-  729.  There  was  a  Comet  Teen  firft 

in  the  Eaft,  in  the  Morning,  and1 
after  in  the  Weft  in  the  Evening  ( juft  as  with  our  pre- 
fent  Biazins  Star )  Qxufi  Grienti  fimul  Occidcnti  wag* 
alicum  mti  Prxfagi.  We  have  caufe  to  fear  that  thn 
Comet  fo  appearing  doth  prefage  and  portend  grea 
Calamity es  both  to  the  Eaft  and  the  YV  eft,  h.e,  to  th 
■World  in  General,  That  fome  notable  day  of  the  Lor 
is  at  hand,  when  fucli  Signs  appear,  we  raay  believe 
Hence  are  they  called  (g)  Trodigu 
jfa)  V .Melchior  $un  a  Fracftendexdo,  becaufe  they  fire* 
Qrat  par  1.  p.  425.  before  hand  that  femethirg  Remakr 

able 
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(ibis  is  t  ccmitig.  Further  then  this  I  Would  not  go  aS 
bout  to  determine  ;  only  we  may  modeftly  csnjefturs  as 
to  particular  events  like  to  happen.  I  have  ever 
thought  it  unwarrantable,  for  men,  not  afted  by  an 
extraordinary  Spirit ,  to  make  particular  and  pofitive 
determinations  concerning  the  Judgements  (or  the 
Perfons  eminently  concerned  therein)  by  fuch  Prodi- 
gie  menaced.  The  great  Mehnftbon  hath  been  thought 
( by  lome  great  (  h  )  Authors )  to 
proceed  fomething  too  far  in  ap^  (  h  ;  Voetm  in 
plications  of  this  nature.  Peucerus  Dijp.  de  Sign. 

(  Melanclhon s  Son  in  Law  )  ex- 
I  prefleth  himfelf  more  warily,  in  his  Teratofcopid ,  off 
I  Difcourfe  about  Divination  from  fearf ul  Sights.  Yet  he 
affirms  that  when  ever  great  changes  in  the  world  have 
been  near,  prodigious  Sights  have  been  the  forerun* 

I  ners  thereof;  and  that  unufual  Sights  arefeldomos 
never  known  to  havehapned  without  great  and  mife- 
ferable  changes  attending  them.  Only  it  is  poffible 
for  particular  Perfons  and  places  through  faith  i* 
Chrift,  *nd  in  a  way  ofbumblc  Repentance,  to  obtain 
a  lengthening  out  of  their  tranquility.  The  Gentiles 
©fold  ( i )  when  they  beheld  feir- 
fuS  Sights  in  Heaven,  would  prefent-  (i)  Akxand.  ah 
ly  betake  themfelves  to  their  Prayers  Alex.  1.  c.  c.  27. 
and  Piacular  Sacrifices  ( in  imitation  Calm  podegi.).?. 
of  whom  idolatrous  Papifis  have  been  c.  27. 
wont  in  like  cafes  to  go  to  their  Re- 
liques,  Amulets,  Proceffions,  that  foevi'EG 
Mated  thereby,  might  ( if  poffible)  be  averted.  And 
frail  not  ProfclTours  of  the  true  Religion,  be  awaken¬ 
ed  by  fuch  awful  works  of  God,  to  go  unte  Jeftis  Chrift 
(  our  only  Sacrifice,)  and  to  pray  earaeflly  that  impen¬ 
ding  w  rath  may  be  removed,  and  the  mercy  ofHeaven 
obtained  ?  Shall  we  not  be  humbled,  as  for  other  Siqs, 
lg  for  tjiat,  of  not  l^arkning  to  His  Word  ?  The \o«- 
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To  the  Reader. 

tempt  whereof  provoketh  him  to  fpeak  by  fearful 
Sights  and  Signs  from  Heaven,  which  feemstofaethe 
(kj  meaning  of that  Scripture,  Ml. 
(  k  )  Strigelisn  2. 1 9.  The  Lord  is  many  wayes  cal¬ 
ls'  Tojfimus  ad  linguponmen,  to  repent,  andpray. 
Locum.  and  get  into  the  Ark  before  the  Flood 

come.  Indeed  we  fliould  not  be  dif- 
mayed  at  the  Signs  of  Heaven,  neverthelefs  (as  that 
Emperor  faid )  We  ought  to  fear  that  Cod  nho  hath  mads 
this  blazing  far.  Surely,  we  have  caufe  to  fpeak, 
as  fometimes  the  Pfalmift  did,  My  flejh  trembles  for 
fear  of  thee,  and  1  am  afraid  of  thy  Judgements. 


Bolton,  N-E. 

Fcbr.  16 1 
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■  HEAVEN’S 

alarm 

TO  THE 

WORLD- 


Luk.  21.  li. - Fearful 

Sights ,  and  great  Signs 
(halt  there  be  from  Heaven . 

•  - _-~4HE  Lord  Tefus  Chrift,  ha- 

*  A  ving  told  his  Difciples 

that  great  Calamityes 
were  haflning  upon  Je- 
rufalero,  and  upon  the 
Tewifli  Nation  5  they  enquire  whenthofe 
things  tTiould  conre  to  pafs,  and  what 
Si&s  ihould  precede  and  prefage  the 
^  judgements 
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§  Heavens  Alarm 

Judgements  predicted.  This  we  fee  in 
the  7  th.  Verfe  of  this  Chapter,  7 hey  asked 
Him,  faying ,  Mafler ,  hut  when  /hall  thefe 
things  he :  and  what  Sign  will  there  he  when 
theje  things  ft  all  come  to pafi  ?  In  Anfwer 
unto  which  Enquiry,  the  Lord  Chrift 
doth  in  this  Context  mention  feveral 
things,  home  of  which  were  to  be  more 
remote,  and  others  more  immediate  Signs 
of  that  mifer  able  Deftru&ion,  which  the 
facred  and  unerring  lips  of  Chrift  had 
foretold.  i.  Falfe  Chrifts  would  arife, 
Z7.  8.  Many  ft  all  come  in  my  Name,  faying , 
lam  Chrift^  &c,  The  Jews  had  rejected 
the  true  Meffiah  ,  therefore  God  would 
punifti  them  with  falfe  Chrifts,  as  an  inti¬ 
mation  that  the  dayes  of  vengeance  were 
coming  upon  the  Nation  for  that  Sin  of 
theirs.  The  Apoftie  John  (  Chrift’s  be¬ 
loved  Difciple  J  doth  imitate  his  Mafter 
in  mentioning  the  fame  thing  as  a  Sign 
that  the  Jewifti  World  was  near  unto  its 
end,  i  Job .  2. 18.  There  are  many  Anti - 
chrifts  b  h.  e,  falfe  Chrifts,  fuch  as  came 

Mede’j  Work})  p.  818,  872,  in  Chrift  S 

Name; 

A-  j% 
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>jame,z.  e .  that  pretended  unto  his  Office, 
Di°mty,  and  Authority*  snd  thereby, 
(faith  the  Apofllc,  )  know  tUthktht 
last  time  *  fc.  the  Jewiffi  State,  both  Civil 
and  Ecclefiaftical,  was  come  unto  the  laft 
hour  •  The  Period  of  the  jewiffi  Wond 
was  at  hand.  A nd  the  Hiftoryes  of  thofc 
times  (peak  of  one  theudas,  and  others,, 
that  pretended  to  be  Chrifls,  and  that 
the  River  Jordan  (bouid  give  way  to  them 
as  once  it  did  to  Jofhuah  *  (o  that  a  malti* 
tude  of  filly  Jews  were deduced, &  periwa- 
ded  to  follow  them, unto  their  own  defini¬ 
tion.  a.  Another  Sign  mentioned,  is 
that  of  War  res,  and  Commotions, 

When  ystt  shall  hear  of  Wars  and  Commoti¬ 
ons ,  he  not  terrified :  for  thefe  things  muff 
frit  come  toyafi  *,  hut  the  end  is  not  by  &  by. 
This  may  be  underftood  of  thofe  lntefhne 
Warrcs  and  Commotions ,  which  hapned  in 
the  Land  of  Judea.  I  he  Galileans  took 
up  Arms  againft  the  Samaritans c  At  c 
one  time,  in  a  Mutiny  c  j0repb. 
there  were  twenty  Ihou-  z.  20.  c.  4,  <5* 
fand  Oa in.  Thefe  were 

Commotions,  which  caiucd 
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great  ncife  and  confteroation  amongft 
risen  (  efpecially  amongft  thofe  of  the 
Jewifli  Nation )  in  thofe  dayes.  Hence 
that  which  is  by  Luke  exprefled  by  Wars 
and  Commotions,  is  by  Mark  called  Iron* 
hies  5  and  by  Mdttherv,  Wars  and  Rumors  of 
Wars*  And  thefe  things  hapned  about 
twenty  years  before  the  final  deftru&ion 
of  Jerufalem ,  and  fatal  overthrow  of  the 
&ei vijl)  Nation  5  therefore  was  it  faid,  The 
t»d  is  not  by  and  by.  3.  Another  Sign  is 
that  mentioned  in  ttie  10 th.  N.  Nation 
shall  rife  up  again (l  Nation,  and  Kingdom 

*  Jofeph.  ds  Bello  aga*n[l Kingdom.  *  So 

Judaieo.  Lib.  2.  indeed  ic  came  to  pafs, 
c.  19. 20,21.  whcn  che  jewish  NHon 

rofe  up  againft  the  Romane  Nation-,  and 
their  Neighbouring  Nations,  Syrians,  Sa¬ 
maritans,  See.  rofe  againft  them.  I n  thofe 
dayes  the  Land  of  Judea  was  divided  into 
feveral  Provinces,  which  did  bear  the 
names  of  Kingdoms,  and  the  chief  Cover- 
nours  of  them  are  according  to  the  Hebrew 
Style,  called  Kings ,  being  the  Vice- Roys 
which  the  RmantJLvn^ei  ours  did  fubfh- 

tute  to 
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to  be  over  thofe  places..  See  i  King*  22, 
47.  Hence  we  read  of  King  Kerod^  King 
Jgrippd,  See.  cl  ^  Now  d  GrotIuSj  $  Lu_ 
tiie  people  of  thefe  Pro-  Cas  Brugenfis  in 
vinccs  were  fee  one  agai'nft  Matth*  24-  7* 

another  *  therefore  it  is  faid,  Kingdom  shal 
r;fc  up  again  ft  Kingdom.  All  thefe  trou¬ 
bles  were  forerunners  and  Intimations  or 
the  fatal  Calamity  a  coming,  and  did  help 
to  make  way  thereunto.  4-  There  were 
to  bearcat  'Banh-Qttfk'S  in  divers  P  laces r. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  v  erfe.  Such 
things  arc  ufually  figns  of  Divine  Anger, 
and  fo  portentous  of  great  Changes  and 
Cal  a  miry  cs :  the  Intimations  of  State- 
Quakes,  yea  of  Nation-  Quakes:  Hiftori- 
ans  (peak  of  very  tremcndole  Earthquakes 

which  hapned  in  diverfe  places  /  whereby 

r  vr.v.,. 

f  Sex  circiter  unnos,  anteVrbii  Z xcidium ,  tres  A- 
fix  clmjfmm  urbes ,  Ter**rmotu  everfa *  efle,  te(f** 
tur  Orolins.  L.  7.  Tacit«s/WMf,  fm Tibeno 
Neron-%  duodecim  civitdXts  isAfta  T errcc~morti  col- 
Itffa  ejle :  Ac  denuo  in  qnintt*  e]m  regrii  xnnoy  tre* 
decim  urbes  Terrx-motu  cecidijfe. 

ride  Bertram,  in  Matth.  24.  7. 

fevcral 
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federal  famous  Cities  periled,  not  Ion 
before  Jerufalem  was  dedroyed.  5.  Fa¬ 
mines.  Probably  that  Prediction  doth 
refpedfc  the  fame  Famine  which  Agabas 
prophefied  of,  Aft.  11.28.  Under  which 
the  Land  of  Judea  fuffered  deeply. 
Whence  it  was  that  the  Apoftle  Paul  was 
very  follicitous  to  obtain  feme  Relief  for 
the  Chriftian  Jews  then  at  Jerufalem .  6. 

Peflilences.  Thefe  two  Judgements,  ( Li-  M 
1 mi  kai  Lvimoi ,  as  in  the  Greek  it  is  ele¬ 
gantly  exprelfed  j  of  Famine,  and  Pefti -  M 
levee,  do  often  go  together,  the  latter  fol 
lowing  at  the  heels  of  the  former,  and  be-  ^ 
ing  occafioned  thereby  ,  7,  Fearful  Sights  i  1 
and  great  Signs  in  Heaven:  which  are 
the  words  now  before  us  to  conflder  of.  ® 
Fearful  Sights  3  Gr.  Phobetra  [  T erri - 
sulamenta  *  3  Such  Sights  as  flrike  a  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  men  that  are  the  Specta¬ 
tors  of  them.  Signs  from  Heaven  ]  viz. 
Prodigious  Signs.  Thefe  things  are 
meadoned  as  the  more  immediate  Prefa- 
gesofthofe  Mifery.es  that  were  coming^' 
upon  Jerufalem^  with. the  whole  Jewish\ 
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Do<5L  That  Prodigious  awful  Sights  and 
Signs  in  Heaven ,  are  oftentimes ,  the 
T  rej ages  of  great  Calamity  coming 
upon  the  World. 

Tor  the  further  clearing  of  this  Do&rine, 
three  things  may  be  enquired  into.  i. 
What  Sights  and  Signs  are  the  Prefages 
t)f  Calamity  ?  a.  How  it  doth  appear 
hat  they  are  fo?  3.  What  Calamityes 
uch  Signs  do  commonly  prefage  ? 

Ql.*-.  What  Sights  and  Signs  w  Heave » 
ere  Prefages  of  Calamity! 

Anf.  1.  There  are  Signs  in  the  parry 
Heaven.  The  great  God,  when  he  made 
he  World,  placed  the  Stars  in  Heaven,  to 
t>e  for  Signs  as  to  Events  that  in  the  ordi- 
lary  Courfe  of  Nature  ftiould  come  to 
pafsw  Gen .  1.  14.  God  [aid ,  Let  there  he 
}ights  in  the  Firmament  of  heaveny  and  lei 
them  be  for  Signs .  They  are  for  Signs  of 
Heat  and  Cold,  wet  and  dry  Seafons,  a  n d 
the  like.  Hence  the  Lord  fpake  to 
i-t  M  in  Ch.  |8. 31.  Canft  thou  bind  the  facet 
j,  Influences  of  Pleiades,  or  loo  fo  the  hands  of 
•Wt  ?  The  Pltk/es  |i|  die  fps  with 
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thofe  which  men  call  the  Seven  Starre  's . 
When  the  Sun  is  in  that  Conftellation 

_  •  .  *  •  1  I  _  _  /1M  H 


vvncn  int  ouu  — 

with  the  Pleiades,  it  hat  h  great  power  and : 
Influence  upon  the  Earth,  it  is  Spimg* 

time  then.  As  for  Orion  /  it  is  a  Winter- 
f  see  Me  Conftellation,  caufing  Cold, 
c^u,  &  whereby  the  pores  of  the  earth 
38.31-  are  bound.  It  binds  the  Earth 
from  bearing  Fruit,  and  as  it  were  binds 
the  hands  of  Men  front  labour  in  their 
particular  Callings.  When  that  Con-1 
deflation  appears  in  the  Evening  (  as  »J 
doth  in  the  ninth  Moneth  )  ’tis  a  fignJi 

that  the  Earth  lhall  be  bound,  as  hath  bin- 

expreffed.  Yea,  and  it  is  a  fign  thats. 
Storms  and  tempeftuous  feafons  are  to  be| 
expefted.  Therefore  was  it  by  the  Poet 
called  Nimbofu*  Orion.  And  hence  the 
Stars  are  called  by  the  name  of  the  Signs  < 
tfheaven,  Jer.10.2.  Lean  not  theway  ojjs 
the  heathen,  and  be  not  difmayed  at  mStgnl) 
f  heaven.  Which  words  may  wdlbeuwl 


fcrftood  concerning  the  Stars  and  Con- 
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then,  the  Chaldeans  efpecially  (  among 
hom  the  Jews  were  then  going  to  dwell) 
uper ft itioufly  imagin’d  that  the  Stars 
,vere  Rulers  of  the  World,  and  did  there- 
bre  (land  in  fear  of  them,  and  woifhip 
hem  5  which  heatheniih  Idolatry  the 
Lord  doth  caution  and  charge  his  People 
^gainft.  The  Stars  of  Heaven  are  for  na- 
ural  Signs.  Their  Motions  and  Appea¬ 
rances  are  fignifications  that  fuch  and 
[rich  things,  will  according  to  that  Courie 
Df  Nature  which  God  hath  fetled,come 
:o  pafs  in  the  World.  There  are  alio  ex- 
raordinary  Stars ,  fometimes  appearing  in 
he  Heavens.  God  in  his  Providence  doth 
b  order,  as  that  fometimes.  Blazing  Stars 
ire  feen  in  heaven-  Such  Stars  are  called 
^onsets,  from  the  ftfeam  like  long  Hair, 
vhich  ufeth  to  attend  them.  Such  a  Star 
S  Prodigious ,  and  a  Fearful  Sight .  And 

this  may  the  words  of  the  Text  be  un- 
derftood.  The  fet vifh  8  Hiftorian  re¬ 
ports,  that  not  long  before 
he  deflation  of  Jervfaltm,  g 

here  was  a  Blazing  Star  re  in 

B  form 
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form  of  a  Sword,  which  feemed  to  im~ 
pend  over  tht  Chy,  for  a  Year  together : 
Tvs  now  was  a  fearful  Sight ,  and  a  great 
Sign  from  Heaven. 

i  There  are  fearful  Sights  and  Signs 
appearing  in  the  Air ,  (omeumrs  in  the 
lower  heaven,  which  we  move  &  breathe 
in.  Prodigious  Meteors  arc  fometimes| 
feen  there.  And  ftrange  Appearances, 
which  are  cither  feen,  or  heard  fpeaking. 
Of  thefc  fearful  fights  and  figns,  is  the 
"tfext  like  wife  to  be  interpreted,  j hjephus. 
relates,  that  before  the  Romane  Army  de- 
flroyed  Jerufalem,  there  were  feen  in  the 
Air,  Iron  Chariots,  and  Souldiers  in  bat¬ 
tel  aray*,  and  in  the  night  time,  a  great 
Light  appeared  in  the  Temple,  for  half  an, 
hour  together,  with  as  much  brightnefs  as ! 
if  it  had  been  noon  day  5  and  a  Voice  was 
heard  faying,  Let  us  be  gone  from  hence • 

Qo.  i  How  doth  it  appear  that  fuch 
Fearful  Sights  are  Prefages  of  Calamity es 
coming  upon  the  World  ? 

Anf  i .  The  Scripture  is  clear  for  this. 

The  Text  before  us  doth  exprefly  de- 

dare  no 
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bo  lefs.  And  the  Prophet  Joel  foretelling 
the  fame  Calarr-ityes  which  this  Text 
hath  reference  unro,  faith  alio,  that  pro* 
digious  Signs  in  heaven  fhould  prelage 
and  portend  them.  Jwl,  2.  30, 31,  Iwill 
shew  Wonders  in  the  heaven .  Truly,  Bla¬ 
ming  Stars  are  Wonders  in  the  heaven. 
And,  in  the  Earth,  bloody  and  fire ,  and  pil¬ 
lars  offmoke  before  the  great  and  the  terri¬ 
ble  Day  of  the  Lord  come.  When  Jerusa¬ 
lem  was  deftroyed,  and  the  Jewish  ft  tte 
»  diftolved,  that  was  a  great  and  notable 
Day  of  the  Lord,  a  Type  of  the  great 
Day  of  Judgement.  Wonders ,  even  pro¬ 
digious  and  amazing  signs  fhould  precede 
t.  «A  very  learned  /  and  judicious  fnter- 
3feter  conceiveth  that  the 
Hebrew  of  old  did  ufe  to  call 
Comets,  or  Blazing  Stars  by 
that  name  of  A  Pillar  of  Smoke ,  becaufe 
fometimes  they  appear  like  Pillars  of 
fmoke,  and  that  therefore  when  it  is  faid , 
:here  (hall  be  Pillars  of  fmoke  before  the 

4  * 

5,  terrible  Day  of  the  Lord,  the  true  mea- 
c-  ning  and  intendment  of  thofe  Exprefttons 
10  .  B  i  is,  tha? 
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that  Comets  (hould  precede  and  prefage 
the  miferyes  coming  upon  the  Jewish  Na¬ 
tion.  Yea,  the  Scripture  informs  us,  that 
Fearful  Sights  and  Signs  in  heaven,  (hall 
precede  the  Great  and  General  Day  of 
Judgement,  as  Prefages  thereof.  Luk . 
21.25.  7 here  shatl  be  Si^ns  in  the  ttarres  : 
meaning  that  fiich  things  (hould  be  obfer- 
ved  among  the  Stars  in  heaven,  as  would 
be  a  Sign  that  Chrift’s  coming  to  Judge 
the  World,  did  approach.  Wherefore 
in  Verfe  2 8,  ir  is  faid,  When  tfreje  things 
come  to  pafi,  then  look  up,  and  lift  up  your 
heads,  for  your  Redemption  draweth  nigh . 
The  Day  of  Judgement ,  is  a  Day  of  Re - 
demption ,  and  is  to  called  in  other  Scrip¬ 
tures,  Ephef.  4.  30.  Then  (hall  the  Bo¬ 
dies  of  the  Saints  be  redeemed  from  the 
power  of  the  Grave  3  and  both  Bodies  and 
Souls,  redeemed  from  all  Evils  of  fin  and 
of  fullering.  Rom.  S.  23.  1  Cor.  1.30* 
At  the  Refurrc&ion,  in  the  laft  Day,  will 
the  great  Redemption  be  to  the  Saints  of 
God,  and  the  greateft  Miferyes  to  the 
Wicked  that  ever  were  thought  of.  And 
~  '  ...  figns 
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Signs  in  heaven  (hall  precede  them.  And 
hence  it  is,  that  Fearful  Sighs  are  called 
Signs  in  the  Scripture  5  it.  is  partly  on  this 
account,  in  that  they  arc  Signs  that  the 
Lord  is  coming  forth  out  ot  his  holy  ha- 
!  bitation,  to  puniih  the  World  for  their 
Iniquityes- 

2.  The  Experience  of  many  Ages  doth 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  this  Do* 
i  ftrine.  If  the  Scripture  were  filent  about 
this  matter,  the  Experience  both  of  for- 
,  mer  and  later  Ages  doth  fufficicntly  and 
'  fadly  confirm  the  Truth  in  hand.  Hence 
,  an  k  heathen  Writer  could  fay,  IfGodbe 
;  about  to  punish  a  City  or  a  Nation ,  He  is  wont 
•  first  to  give  warning  0}  it  by  Frodigyesj  by 
Signs  from  heaven.  And  commonly  it  is 
:  fo,  that  when  ftupendous  Signs  go  before, 
[  ftupendous  Judgements  follow  after. 
I  Some  l  have  written  large  Volumes  con- 


^  Cm  Deus  punituru s  fit  gentem  v  cl  urbem,  Prcdigijs 
id  prius  filet fignijicare,  Herod.  1.6.  Lege  Melchioris 
Junij  Orat.Var.  i.f.42^.  ( l )  Conradus  Lycotthenes 
,  Librum  edidit  in  quo  omnia  collcgit  Prcdigia ,  qute  ab  exor- 

'  dio  mundi  oftenfi  [unt.  Zanch.  tie  natura  Dei,  f>.  414. 
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Corning  the  Fearful  Sights,  which  have  at 
feveral  rimes  and  places  been  obferved  in  ; 
the  World  $  and  the  Judgements  and  Mi-  1 
feryes  which  have  followed.  [ 

3.  Many  times  fuch  fearful  Sights  are  ! 
tokens  of  God’s  Anger  5  which  is  another  : 
Reafon  why  they  are  called  Signs ,  as  be¬ 
ing  Signs  of  the  Anger  of  God:  Signs  ! 
that  flaming  Vengeance  is  kindled,  and 
burning  in  Heaven  againft  a  finful  World,  . 
Now  when  God  is  angry,  then  Publick 
Judgements  come,  as  Teftimonyes  of  Di¬ 
vine  Difpleafure.  Personal  Affli&ions  \ 
are  not  alwayes  Evidences  of  God’s  An¬ 
ger,  as  wc  fee  in  Job :  but  Publick  Judge¬ 
ments  are  ever  wont  to  be  fo.  ’Tis 
thought  that  the  ninetieth  Pfalm  was  pen-  ; 
•  ned  by  Mofes  on  occafion  of  a  publick 
Judgement,  the- Plague  which  broke  in 
upon  the  Children  of  Jfrael ,  and  fwept  ' 
away  many  Thoufands  of  them  :  And 
faith  he,  We  are  con  fumed  by  thy  Anger ,  &  ' 
by  thy  Wrath  are  we  troubled ,  V.  7.  So 
that  if  Publick  Judgements  come,  God  is  1 
angry,  and  his  Wrath  kindled ;  He  doth 
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2t  by  them  teflify ,  and  power  down  his  righ- 
■  tcous  Difpleafure  from  Heaven.  Inaf- 
‘  much  then  as  fearful  Sights  are  Tokens  of 
God’s  Anger,  they  are  Pre Cages  of  great 
and  publick  Calamities.  As  the  Rainbow 
’r  ( though  a  natural  Sign)  is  a  token  of  Di- 
vine  Favour  Co  are  prodigious  Sights 
Tokens  of  Divine  Anger. 

,  4.  Thefe  fearful  Sights  are  many  times 

Prefages  of  thofe  things  which  make  way 
for  great  Changes  and  Calamityes  to 
come  upon  the  World,  They  are  often- 
5  times  (  Blazing  Stars  m  in  a  more  fpeci- 
al  manner  are  (0)  the  Prefages  ofthe  death 
of  great  \  yea,  and  of  worthy  Men.  Is 
5  not  the  fatal  downfal  of  Auguflultts  (the 
!'  laft  Roman  Emperour)  in  the  Scripture 
emblematically  fet  forth  ,  by  that  of  a 
J  Blazing  Star  n  falling  to  the  ground  ? 

d  m  Damafcen.  1. 2.  c.  Ifidor.  1.  3.  Etymol. 

L  . - — - -  crinemq-,timendi 

SyAcru,  £5  terrUmuuntera  regno.  Cometom.  Lucan. 

3  Anno  1471.  oriel  Comet  a:  Hoc  anno  mhi  Principe 
|$  jfloriunxur.  Anno  1477.  malti  Principes  obierunt.  Allied. 
I,  ‘  n  Medejj#  Apoc.  t.  10. 
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Rev.  8.  lo.  There  fell  a  great  flarfromhea - 
ven^  burning  as  it  were  a  lamp.  It  is  con* 
ceived,  that  the  mine  of  Auguflulus ,  de¬ 
throned  by  Odoacer  the  Herulian ,  was  fig- 
nified  by  thofe  words,  andthat  he  is  re- 
fembled  to  that  fort  of  Comets ,  which  is 
called  Lampadios.  And  when  there  is  a 
Star  burning  and  blazing  in  heaven,  com¬ 
monly  it  proves  fatal  to  fome  Auguflulus  $ 
whence  great  Changes  &  miferyes  enfue. 
Yea,  the  Death  cl  worthy  (  as  well  as 
great)  Perfonages,  is fomerimes porten¬ 
ded  by  fuch  Signs.  A  little  before  great 
Conflantine%  death,  a  blazing  Star  appea¬ 
red,  and  infinite  miferyes  followed.  In 
the  Year  0  1556.  a  Comet  (  then  vul- 

*  Aided.  Cbonoi.  g^Iy  called  a  fiery  Bee - 
c.  49.  ubi  de  come -  fom  )  was  feen  5  and  foon 
x*t,a  Spotwood’j  after,  many  learned,  ufe- 

rul,  worthy  Men  dyed ; 
whofe  death  was  an  unfpeakable  lofs  and 
mifery  to  the  places  where  they  had  lived. 

Queft.  3,  What  Calamityes  do  fuch 
fearful  Sights  and  Signs  in  heaven  prejage  ? 

Anf  We  muft  not  be  particular  and 
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ofirive  in  Interpretations  of  things  of 
his  nature.  When  a  fearful  Sight  ap- 
)ears  m  heaven,  which  the  whole  World 
tnnot  but  take  notice  of,  now  to  make  a 
articular  and  ablolute  determination 
hat  fuch  a  Place,  or  fuch  a  f  K  Voet< 
?crfon,fuch  a  Judgement,  viff.de  sig 

s  certainly  intended  there-  P'  9i9,93°' 
by,  is  too  much  boldnefs.*  In  general, 
we  may  fafely  fay,  that  there  is  juft  cauf£ 
to  expeft  that  great  Calamuyes  are  at 
hand :  but  what  Perfons  or  Places  (hall 
more  eminently  fall  under  thofe  Judge¬ 
ments,  is  not  for  us  to  determine  5  but  wc 
mu  ft  leave  that  with  God,who  beft  knows 
what  himfelf  intends  to  do. 

This  being  premifed,  we  proceed  ia 
Anfwering  the  Enquiry  before  us.  • 

1.  Sometimes  fuch  Signs  are  Prefages 
of  great  Perfections  coming  upon  the 
Church  of  God.  The  Lord  in  mercy  to 
his  People,  giveth  them  fuch  Warnings, 
that  fo  they  may  prepare  for  what’s  a 
coming,  or  make  hafte  to  enter  into  the 
Chambers  of  fafety,  as  it  were  for  a  little 

moment. 


1 


iS  Heaven  s  Alarm 

moment,  till  the  Indignation  be  overpafL 
Ncti &  bloudy  Perfecution  had  a  Blazing 
Star  to  precede  it.  The  fame  is  true  con¬ 
cerning  the  Artan  Herefy  and  perfecution^ 
dial  flood  fpoken  of  in  the  Revelation^ 
which  the  Dragon  caft  out  of  his  mouth, 
an d  whereby  the  Woman,  the  Church, 
icd  Into  the  Wildernefs,  was  in  eminent 
danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  and  devoti- 
i td.  Rev,  12. 15, 

2.  Sometimes  fuch  Signs  in  heaven 
are  Prefages  of  miferable  Dearths  and 
Scarcity.  That  Blazing  Star  impending 
mzijerttfalem,  which  the  Text  hath  refe¬ 
rence  smto,  was  attended  with  a  terrible 
Famine,  whereby  multitudes  periihed  q  , 
And  therefore  fuch  Signs  are  frequently 
portentous  of  thofe  Judgements,  which 

sg  Beth' Tears  after  Cbrifi,  87 6.  94!?.  964.  there  were 
MazmgStars  feen,  pref aging  Famines  &  other  judgements. 
1®  Aral's-  674,  675,  676.  Comets  appeared,  and  jor$ 
Mmtgjhis followed :  In  fome  Countryes  it  rained  not  for 
3  Toms  together.  The  like  Miferyes  followed  the  Comet 
Asm  14177.  InAnnis  ^94. 1^27.  t 542 .Cometswere 
fsm»  tntd  Amies  of  Locufts  followed,  devouring  the  Fruits 
afti&eJtartfr. 
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aufe  Want  and  fcarcity  v  e  gr.  of  fore 
droughts  and  Blaftings,  and  the  multi¬ 
plication  of  noxious  Creatures  that  de¬ 
troy  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth.  All  which 
particulars  I  could  confirm  unto  you  by 
pproved  Hiftory,  which  declareth  how 
hey  have  all  been  prefaged  by  Blazing 
itars  in  heaven. 

3.  Lamentable  Deaths  and  Dcftruai- 
Dnsamongft  Men,  have  been  oftentimes 
prefaged  by  fuch  Sights  in  heaven.  Sud- 
Ben  and  amazing  Ruines,  by  r  Earth - 
- ptakes ,  by  Inundations,  by  Fire ,  and  the 
like  awful  Vifitations,  have  been  thereby 
portended.  Efpecially  deftruaions  by 
mortal  and  contagious  Difeafes.  That 
Grange  Difeafe,  known  by  the  name  of 

r  h  the  Tears  66,  78.  79,  and  668  ■  Cornett  appeared , 
after  which  terrible  Earthquakes  hapned  in  many  riaces. 
Annis  377,  912,  1530.  there  were  blazing  Bars  appea¬ 
ring  ;  and  Inundations  followed  in  diver fe  places.  Quickly 
after  the  Comet. Anno  S82  the  f  amous  City  of  Triers  war 
burnt  to  the  ground  Aided,  ubi  fupra.  Mentor  abile 
fuit  Portentum  Terrx-motus  Anno  1618.  quavdo  ruina 
mentis,  qua  totum  Oppidutn  pluriuw ,  Ficus  Schilanus 
cm  900  Ho  minibus  opprejfa. 

Sudor 
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Sudor  Anglicanue ,  which  in  a  peculiar^ 
manner  purfued  thofe  of  the  Englifh  Nati¬ 
on,  even  when  in  ftrange  Lands  5  whence 
they  were  dreaded  in  all  places  where  they 
came,  there  was  a  Blazing  Star  that  did  . 
precede  it.  Efpecially  that  which  is,  of  -^ 
all  Difeafesmiferable  Mortals  arc  fubje<5t  ' 
unto,  the  mod  terrible,  I  mean  the  Plague 
ofPeftilence,  s  it  is  frequently  thusprefa- 
ged.  Such  Sights  are  Heavens  Alarm 
to  a  finful  World,  to  give  notice  that  God 
hath  bent  his  Bow,  and  made  his  Arrows 
ready,  and  that  if  Sinners  turn  not,  the 
Arrows  of  Pcftilence  and  Death  (hall  fall1 
down  upon  them  fpeedily.  This  might 
be  confirmed  by  a  multitude  of  Inftances  5 
but  it  needs  nor.  Our  own  Experience  is 
enough.  We  cannot  but  rememember 
the  Blaming  Star  that  was  feen  but  16 


x 


s  Amo  14^7.  Comet  a  quem  nigrum  appeSabm,  appa- 
ruit,  feextaefi  Peftif  diuturnior.  Amo  1472.  Duo  Co¬ 
met.*:  Peftk  adeofxvijt,  ut  Ccgniti proximi  defer  erent  fuos . 
liemeodem  Libro .  Anno  1006.  Cometa ,  quem  PefHs 

excepic,  ut  vivi  cum  mortuti  [epelirentur :  multa  Oppida, 
plane  sxbaufit. 
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Years  agoe,  and  a  terrible  Plague  follow¬ 
ed  *,  fo  that  in  our  own  Nation,  near  upon 
an  hundred  thousand  were  fwept  away  in 
one  City,  and  in  one  Year.  And  it  is  re¬ 
ported,  that  immediately  after  that  great 
Blazing  Starre ,  which  appeared  above 
rhreefcore  years  ago,  God  fent  the  Plague 
t  amongft  the  Natives  in  this  Land, 
which  fwept  them  away  in  .  „  .  _  ^ 
iuch  multitudes,  as  that  the  ge*,  neferiptien 
living  were  not  enough  to  °f  New-En&u 
bury  the  dead-.  So  did  the  2>X£*  27' 

Lord  caft  out  the  Heathen  before  this  his 
People,  that  the  way  might  thereby  be 
prepared  unto  our  more  peaceable  fcttlc- 
menthcre,  The  Lord  in  mercy  grant, 
that  we  may  never,  by  becoming  like  un¬ 
to  the  Heathen  in  Profanencfs  and  Irreli- 
gion,  provoke  Him  to  do  unto  us,  as  He 
hath  done  unto  them. 

4.  Such  fearful  Sights  and  Signs  in 
heaven,  arc  ufual  Prefages  of  War  among 
the  Nations,  and  fo  of  thofe  Devaftations 
and  Deflations  which  the  Sword  leaveth 
behind  it.  Prodigyes  on  the  Earth  doe 

fometimes 
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Heavens  Alarm 
fometimes  betoken  War  and  Bloodfhed  l'c 
2  King .  $.  2 1.  And  Signs  in  Heaven  dc|d 
nolcfs.  Thus  in  my  Text,  the  Romamf 
Sword,  which  made  the  Jervtjh  Nation 
de folate  (  according  to  Daniel’ s  Prophelj 
Ch.  9 .  27. )  was  portended  by  a  tearful 
RlazingStar  in  heaven,  u 
And  when  Atari  cm  xhcGotb  made  fucha^ 
terrible  Irruption  upon  the  Romane  Em-nf 
pirej  like  a  ftorm  of  Hail,  and  Fire,  and'i 
Blood,  Rev ,  8. 7.  Blazing  Stars  in  heaven 
preceded  thofe  Calamityes.  When  At fi> 
tila,  who  they  fay,  called  himfelf  Flagel¬ 
lum  Dei ,  God’s  Whip,  to  fcourge  the! 
World  for  their  Wickednefs,  when  hei 
was  armed  to  be  the  Executioner  of  divine  1! 
Vengeance  upon  the  Earth,  deftroying 
Cityes,  and  laying  Nations  wafte  before^ 
him,  Blazing  Stars  were  feen  preceding! 
and  portending  thofe  miferable  TimesJ 
In  like  manner,  when  the  Saracens  (  the 
fir  ft  Wo-  Trumpet  )  and  the  Turks  (  the 

u  * - Belli  mala  figna  Comet <e.  Tibul. 

Stellar  elite  ebit  Gladij  mortaUbus  index.  Sibyl,  Or.  I,  3. 

fecond 
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djfccond  Wo- Trumpet,  prophefied  of  ins 


the  Revelation  )  were  let  loofe  upon  the 
Apoftace  Chriflian  World,  Blazing 
n  Starres ,  and  Fearful  Sights  in  heaven  did 
p  precede  thofe  w-jtul  Dayes.  And  ate 
there  not  fomc  alive,  and  here  before  the 
Lord  this  day,  that  can  remember  the 
zing  Star  which  appeared  in  the  $tb.  and 
nthe  loth  Moneths,  in  the  Year  1618. 
md  the  next  Year  began  that  unhappy 
War  in  Germany  which  proved  fo  fatal 
:o  the  Froteflant  Intcreft  there. 

Thus  have  we  feen  what  Judgements 
jnd  Calamiryes,  Fearful  Sights  in  heaven 
ire  commonly  the  Prefagcsof.  As  for 
[hat  S/GN  m  heaven,  now  appearing, 
(  which  hath  occafioned  me  to  (peak  this 
Word  at  this  time  )  what  Calamkyes 


may  be  portended  thereby,  which  of  the 
Judgements  mentioned,  or  whether  ail  of 
them  be  not  thereby  prefaged,  1  (hall  noc 
lay  5  but  leave  it  unto  God  and  Time  to 
difeover.  Only  in  general,  we  have 
caufetofcar,  that  fweeping  Judgements 
!  arc  thereby  figmfied  j  that  the  Lord  is 
fld  coming 
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coming  down  from  Heaven  with  a  long 
Bedbmof  Dcftru&ion,  which  (hall  fvveep 
awry  a  world  of  Sinners  before  it. 

I  conclude  with  a  word  of  Application  : 
Nor  would  I  fpe^k  any  thing,  but  the 
words  of  Truth  and  fobernefs,  as  beco- 
incth  a  Meflfenger  of  Chrift  to  doe,  when 
fpcaking  m  His  Name. 
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USE-  Let  tu  hence  be  Exhorted  to  ap -  j 
pr&ve our feives  astbofe  that  are  under  the\\ 
fdemny  awful  Warnings  of  God ,  ought  to  do.  k 
f  need  not  lay  (  for  every  one  knows  it  )  If 
that  there  is  a  fearful  Sight  and  Sign  apH 
pearing  in  the  heavens  :  Such  a  formida-  i 
ble  Blazing  Har,  as  that  the  like  hath)( 
feldom  been  oblerved.  It  concerns  us)j 
then,  to  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  i|| 
therein^  who  by  fuch  tremendous  Sights) 
is  fpeaking  awfully  to  the  children  of? 
Men.  Hear  then  Heavens  Alarm  this ) 
day.  You  will  fay,  But  what  fhould  we  3 
now  do  ?  What  doth  the  Lord  expeff  fromw 
tvs  ^  when  there  are  fuch  dreadful  Frejages  of) 
Evils  corning  upon  the  World  l  ?! 

Anfwt 
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An  fa.  i .  It  now  concerns  us  to  be  aw  a- 
kened  out  of  all  Security.  •_  That’s  one  of 
God’s  ends  (  his  declared  end  )  in  cau- 
fing  fuch  Fearful  Sights  to  be  taken  notice 
of,  that  fo  he  might  awaken  a  fecure  dee¬ 
ping  World.  And  indeed  the  Lord  md- 
nifefts  his  Goodnefs  and  Compaflion  to¬ 
wards  finful  Creatures  therein.  It  was  a 
pious  Speech  of  that  tv  Emperour3  who 
beeing  fomewhac 

terrified  at  the  fight  w  zju*  ciementim  hu* 
of  a  Blazing  Bane ,  daret  tencmB,  *ui  *ofirT 

r.  ,  ,t  *  inertimytahbusmonere  dtg 

laid.  to  thole  about  ntttur  indieijs .  Carolas 
him.  Let  us  admire  MaSnus3  velutaHjvoJunt, 
the  Clemency  of  that  ^cusI.C„oliMaS- 

Ged^  who  before  He 

(mites  us  ^  can  fit  b  fuch  Signs  in  heaven ,  that 
fo  He  might  awaken  us  out  of  our  Security . 
O  let  us  beware  of  crying  Peace,  Peace, 
when  the  Day  cf  Definition  is  at  hand. 
O  take  heed  of  sleeping,  and  dreaming 
of  nothing  but  worldly  Profperity  at  fuch 
a  Time  as  this.  When  the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift  had  told  his  Difciples,  that  cala¬ 
mitous  Times  were  a  coming,  and  mcncW 

C  onecl 
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oned  the  Signs  and  Prefages  thereof, 
bids  them  Watch  therefore ,  Luk.  2i„ 
36.  Let  us  not  then  pleafe  out  felves, 
with  imagining  that  fuch  Fearful  Sights 
are  Signs  of  Mercy  only,  and  not  e$  Judge¬ 
ment.  The  contrary  unto  which  Opini¬ 
on,  hath  been  confirmed  by  more  that? 
two. hundred  Inftances  x.  Men  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  apt  to  in- 


sc  Canfuhlur  Heidfeld.- 
Sphynx  Philofoph.  p.  10S7. 

Vniverfali  Experiential  C? 
hominum  confenfu ,  pr^udiccL- 
turn  efi,  CometM  magnat  mu* 
Pat  fanes  portendere.  Voet. 
Difp.  di  fignis  p.  929. 


terpret  fuch  things 
in  a  way  of  favour 
to  themfelves, 
when  nothing  Ids 
is  intended  there¬ 
by.  So  when 
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thefe  Fearful  Sights  and' Signs  m  heaven $  |(i 
which  my  Text  fpeaketh  of,  were  feen  at 
Jerufalem ,  the  Jews  did  interpret  them  as  Iff 
good  Omens  to  themfelves  *  and  as  om'i-  |£ 
nous  of  Deftrudion  to  their  Enemies*  'u 
The  Prodigies  in  Germany  *  were  looked  L 
upon  by  the  Trot  efi  ants  as  Ijj 
*  rid.  Clark’*  Signs  of  Deliverance  unto 
them,  and  of  Deftrlldtion  f 
to  their  Enemies.  But  alafs!  y 

the 
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the  Eve  nt  was  quite  other  wife ,  A  n  d  Ice 

us  not  make  our  felvcs  fccurc,  by  faying 
or  thinking,  that  the  Lord  by  fuch  fearftd 
Sights  fpeaksto  others  endy,  and  not  unto 
us.  As  V efpafian  the  Emperotir,  when  z 
there  was  a  long  hairy  Comet 
feen,  he  did  but  deride  at  it,  ■*  Tcfttm 
and  make  a  Joke  of  it,  fay-  .Sactomo« 
ing,  That  it  concerned  the  Parthians  that 
wore  long  hair,  and  not  him,  who  was 
bald:  but  within  a  Year,  Nefpafan  him- 
felf  (  and  not  the  Parthian  )  'dyed.  Such 
fearful  Sights  are  ufually  Signs,  that  thofe 
Judgements,  which  are  (  as  Tirtulltan 
fpeaks  )  Tonfir*  hum  am  generis,  God’s 
fliarp  Razors  on  Mankind,  whereby  He 
doth  poll  5  his  Sythe,  whereby  He  doth 
fhear  down  multitudes  of  finful  Creatures, 
doe  draw  near  :  fri  which  refped,  there  is 
no  doubt  to  be  made  of  it,  but  that  God 
by  this  Blazing- ft ar,  isfpeaking  to  other 
Places,  and  not  to  New  England,  onely. 
And  it  may  be,  He  is  declaring  to  that  ge¬ 
neration  of  hairy  Scalps,  who  go  on  ttill 
in  their  TrefpafTes,  that  the  day  of  their 

C  2  Calamity 


I 


■ 

i 


i 

I 

i i 


a  8  He  Averts  Alarm 

tnity  isat  hand,  and  that  the  things  which 
{halcome  upon  them  make  hafte.  Aftrange 
Sight  doth  betoken  ftrange  Ptm'rjhment 
coming  upon  thofe  that  have  beenprodi 
gicus  workers  of  Iniquity.  Yet  let  not  us 
promife  to  our  felves  nothing  but  Profpc- 
rity  in  the  doleful  &  the  bitter  Day,  when 
there  fhall  be  Lamentation  generally.  I 
am  perfwaded,  that  the  floods  of  great 
water  are  coming.  I  am  perfwaded  that 
God  is  about  to  open  the  windows  of 
heaven,  and  to  pour  down  the  Catara&s 
of  his  Wrath,  ere  this  Generation  ( where¬ 
in  Atheifm  and  Profanenefi  are  come  to 
fuch  a  prodigious  height  )  I  fay,  ere  this 
Generation  is  palled  away.  But  what 
rcafon  have  we  to  think  that  no  drops  of 
the  fatal  Storm  (hall  come  near  to  us  ?  If 
we  fo  conclude,  we  may  provoke  the 
Lord  to  fay,  7  he  Sinners  of  my  People  Jhafl 
dye  b y  the  Sword ,  who  Jay ,  The  Evil  (hall 
not  overtake  us  nor  prevent  us*  To  be 
awakened  out  of  Security,  and  trembling¬ 
ly  to  wait  for  the  good  Pleafure  of  God, 
whatever  it  may  be,  is  the  moft  likely 

way 


Ij 


t 

t 


To  the  World .  29 


s 

1 

I 

t 

t 

I 

s 


0 


It 

)f 

[f 

1C 

1 1 
l  i 


)C 


ly 


way  to  find  Reft  in  the  day  of  Trouble. 
So  did  the  Prophet  find  it,  Hah.  3.  1 6, 
When  I  heard,  my  belly  trembled,  my  lips 
quivered ,  I  trembled  in  my  felf. ]  that  I  might 
refk  in  the  Day  of  Trouble.  When  the 
thundring  voice  of  Judgement  was  heard, 
his  heart  trc  mbled  at  it,  fo  did  he  find  Reft 
in  the  Day  ot  Trouble. 

2.  7 his fhould put  ws  upon  preparing  for 
another  Day  of  Trouble.  And  this  fhould 
we  do  the  rather,  fince  the  Changes  por¬ 
tended  by  this  Comet ,  are  like  to  come 
tycedily  as  well  as  certainly,  jofeph  faid 
to  Pharaoh ,  For  that  the  Dream  is  doubled , 
rt  is  hecaufe  the  thing  is  eflabltfbed  by  God , 
&God  will  fhortly  bring  it  to  paj. 5  .Gen.  41. 3  z 
Doth  not  the  doubled  Appearance  of  this 
Fearful  Sight  in  the  heavens  fpeak  as 
nudi?  Let  us  then  prepare  for  Trou¬ 
ble.  We  fhould  notoncly  expe&it  •  but 
o  exped  ir,  as  to  prepare  for  it.  Cer- 
ainly  we  have  reafon  fo  to  do.  If  there 
tad  been  no  Blazing- (l ar,  yet  upon  other 
accounts,  we  have  caufe  to  exped  and 

C  3  prepare 
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prepare  for  another  Day  of  Trouble,  which 
feems  to  be  haftning  upon  thee  O  NE  W- 
ENGLAND ,  'and  upon  thee,  O  BO¬ 
STON l  The  Sins  which  are  amongft 

us,  arefurer  and  blacker  Signs  of  Judge¬ 
ment,  than  any  Signs  in  heaven,  that  we 
may  think  of.  I  fay  the  Sins,  the  Bride? 
the  Frofanemfs ,  the  Werldlinefi ,  the  gene¬ 
ral  Security  and  Iniquity  that  prevaileth 
among  ft  us.  Efpecially  considering  how 
little  good  all  former  Judgements  and 
Difpcnfations  have  done  upon  us.  What 
Fiery  Deflations  hath  the  Lord  made  a- 
mongft  us  ?  The  Lord  hath  been  roaring 
out  of  Sion*  Such  roaring  Judgements 
have  been  amongft  us,  as  that  the  Report 
of  them  hath  beep  heard  afar  off.  Swordy 
Death,  and  Tire.  But  (  alafs !  O  Lord 
God  )  may  it  not  be  faid  concerning  the 
generality  of  men,  They  return  not  to 
Him  that  hath  been  fmiting  of  them? 
They  are  the  fame  fince  the  War,  fince 
the  Small- Box,  fince  the  Fires,  that  they 
were  before.  Ah  I  what  will  come  next  ? 
LWchavecaufe  tocxpc&,  and  it  will  be 
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®ur  vvifdom  to  prepare  for  another  Day  of 
Trouble  feven  times  greater  than  the  for^ 
mer.  Itgrievethmetofpeakthus,  but  I 
cannot  forbear.  I  feel  that  the  Word  of 
the  Lord  is  like  a  fire  in  a  mans  bones, 
and  it  will  break  out.  The  Lord  God 
hath  fpoken,  who  can  but  prophdy?  And 
now  know  for  certain,  that  if  deftroying 
Judgements  and  Death  overtake  any  in 
their  Sins,  and  fweep  them  away  to  Hell, 
their  blood  (hall  be  upon  their  own  heads. 
For  the  Lord  hath  fired  his  Beacon  in  the 
heavens  among  the  Stars  ofGod  there  5 
the  Fearful  Sight  is  not  yet  out  of  fight. 
The  Warmng'pece  in  heaven  is  going 
off,  now  then  if  the  Lord  difch'arge  his 
Mur  faring- pieces  from  o.n  high,  and  men 
be  found  in  their  Sins,  unfit  for  Death, 
their  blood  (hall  be  upon  them.  They 
had  Warning  given  them  that  the  Sword 
was  a  coming:  Lo,  the  Lord  himfelf  gave 
them  the  warning*,  but  they  would  not 
take  warning,  their  blood  fhall  be  upon 
them.  Moreover,  if  Troubles  (hould 
cot  come,  yet  it  will  be  vvifdom  to  pre- 
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pare  for  them.  If  the  Lord,  after  Hee  it 
fiath  fent  his  Angel  to  ftand  with  a  drawn  ; 
Sword  over  Jerujalem,  fhould  be  entrea-  ) 
ted  to  fparc  us,  yet  it  will  never  do  us  hurt  ij 
to  prepare  for  the  moft  deadly  Arrows  of  » 
Affli&ion  that  may  lighi  upon  us,  vvhilft  i 
in  this  Vale  of  Tears.  \\ 

3.  We  fhould  do  what  in  m  lyes  to  divert  u 
thofe  Judgements ,  which  feem  to  be  impen -  J 
ding,  and  blazing  over  our  heads .  T his  1 

word  of  Comfort,  I  may  fafely  fpeak,  .1 
7 be  Lords  Threatenings  are  not  abfolute  5  jj 
but  conditional.  So  far  as  we  in  thefe  ends  1 
of  the  Earth,  thefe  goings  down  of  the 
Sun,  are  fpoken  unto,  by  this  Sign  in  the  T 
heavens ,  it  is  poflible  we  may  efcape  the  In 
Evils  threatened  thereby,  if  we  duely  | 
hearken  to  the  Voice  of  God  therein.,  I 
j hr.  1S.  7, 8.  At  what  time  T fpeak  c oncer  ‘  3 
fling  a  Nation  &  concerning  a  Kingdome,  to  \ 
pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  deflroy  it :  \ 
if  that  Nation  again/I:  whom  J  have  pro -  \ 
Mounted,  turn  from  their  ivil,  I  will  repent  / 
of  the  Evil  that  I  thought  to  doe  unto  them,  i 
So  that  when  defolating  Judgements  arc  i 

threatned. 
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m  threatned,  either  by  the  Word,  or  by  the 
i  awful  Works  of  God,  thofe  denunciatia- 
-  tions  of  VV rath  arc  not  absolute,  but  condi - 
t  tional .  If  Repentance  intervene,  the  E- 
f  vils  which  otherwife  muft  be  looked  for, 
l  may  be  diverted.  See  therefore  Jer.  3 6 
3,7.  It  mA)  bs  the  houfe  of  Judah  wili  he  at 
\  all  the  Evil  which Jpurfcfc  to  do  unto  them , 

■  thAt  they  may  return  tv  rj  man  from  hit  evil 
i  way,  Ay,  a  general  Repentance  is  that 
,  which  will  do,  if  every  man  turn  from  his 
;  evil  way,  that  I  may  forgive  their  Iniquity 
i  and  their  fin.  It  may  be  they  will  frefent 
:  their  Supplication  lefore  the  Lord ,  &c. 
t  This  is  that  which  the  Lord  would  have; 

:  therefore  He  faith.  Tie  ftir  up  the  fpirit  of 
!  my  Miniftcrs  and  Ambafladors ,  that  they 
,  {hall  declare  and  denounce  my  Judge- 

■  '  ments  agaiuft  a  finful  Generation.  It  may 

a  be  they  will  hear .  And  Lie  fpcak  by  awful 
;  Signs  from  heaven,  that  may  be  as  He- 
•  raulds  to  proclaim  Wrath  and  Wo  to  the 
t  World,  It  may  be  they  will  hear ,  and  then 
,  (hill  their  fins  be  forgiven.  You  will 
:  fay,  But  what  fhall  rve  do,  that  fo  the  Judge - 
,  merits 
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merits  which  are  blazing  over  tts,  may  be  di¬ 
verted  from  usl  Anfw,  Pray,  and  cry 
mightily  to  Heaven.  For  this  let  every 
one  that  is  godly  pray  unto  the  Lord  in  a 
time  wherein  He  may  be  found,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Floods  of  great  waters  come  nigh 
unto  us.  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having 
warned  his  Difciples  of  approaching  Ca- 
lamityes,  He  concludeth  with  an  Exhor¬ 
tation  unto  Prayer,  Lukoil  36.  Pray  al - 
wayes,  that  you  may  be  accounted  worthy  to 
efcape  all  thefe  things  that  jhall  come  to  pafi. 
prayer  may  do  much  toward  the  averting 
of  wrathful  Judgements  and  Defolations. 
When  the  Lord  threatned  to  bring  Famin 
:  and  Deftrudion  upon  his  People,  Amos, 
fell  to  prayi  ng  5  and  God  faid,  7 his  jhall 
not  he,  this  Judgement  and  threatned  de¬ 
flation  (hall  not  be.  Amos  7.  3 ,6.  O 
then,  let  us  deprecate  impending  Judge¬ 
ments.  Do  vve  fee  the  Sword  blazing 
over  us?  Let  it  put  us  upon  crying  to 
God,  that  that  Judgement  may  be  diver¬ 
ted,  and  not  return  upon  us  again  fo  fpee- 
dily.  Do  vve  fee  the  Arrows  of  Pefti 
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lence  and  Death  blazing  over  us?  Oh? 
|>ray  that  the  dcftroying  Angel  may  not 
be  fent  to  walk  in  darkncls,  and  to  wafte 
at  noon  day.  Doth  God  threaten  our 
very  Heavens?  O  pray  unto  Him,  that  , 
He  would  not  take  away  Stars  and  fend 
Comets  to  fucaed  them.  Pray  that  the 
Lord  Jefus,  who  holds  the  Stars  in  His 
right  Hand,  may  continue  thofe  in  the 
Firmament  of  his  Churches  (.  the  Heaven 
which  his  own  Hand  hath  planted  )  who 
are  indeed  Stars ,  willing  to  impart  the 
Light  which  they  have  received  from 
Chrift, unto  his  People  :  and  that  wan¬ 
dring  Stars ,  blazing  Stars ,  [educing  S pirits 
may  never  come  in  their  room.  I  am 
not  without  fear,  that  this  will  atlaft  be 
the  f  udgement  of  God  upon  New  England 
and  upon  thefe -Churches.  Pray  that  it 
may  never  be-  And  our  Supplications 
fhould  be  attended  with  deep  Humiliati¬ 
on,  Zeph.  1.2,1.  Gather  your  felves  toge¬ 
ther,  h.c.  Come  before  the  Lord  in  a 
way  ofpublick,  folemn  Humiliation,  be* 
;'ore  the  decree,  i,  es  the  Judgement  written 
T  and 
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and  threatnrd,  bring  forth,  before  the  fierce 
anger  of  the  Lord  come  upon  you,  before  the  M 
day  of  the  Lord’s  anger  come  upon  you :  feek 
the  Lord  —  It  may  be  you  fhall  h  e  hid  m 


the  day  of  the  Lord’ s  anger.  Thus  rhcn 
fliould  we  do  i»  ihis  day,  when  there  are 
fuch  dark  &  angry  Clouds  hanging  over 
our  heads  5  and  vve  know  not  how  Toon 
they  may  break  upon  us.  And  truly,  if 
our  Lectures*  were,  fome  of  them,  turned 
into  day  es  of  Prayer,  at  (uch  a  time  as  this, 
it  is  no  more  than  what  there  is  caufisihr. 
And  there  is  one  thing  more,  that  fhould 
in  fpecial  be  remembred  by  us  5  a  thing 
that  hath  been  much  tailed  of  $  but  little 
hath  been  done  in  it,  th  at  is.  Reformation ! 
Reformation  l  When  the  Prophet  Jonah 
was  fent  of  God  to  preach  and  fay.  Let 
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fortj  dayes ,  and  Nineveh  fhall  be  deflroyed: 


that  was  a  more  awful  Sign  of  Defolation, 


thanifthey  had  feena  Blazingslar  hang¬ 
ing  over  the  City,  menacing  the  Ruine 


thereof:  Yet  when  they  repented,  and 
reformed  (  though  it  was  but  an  external 


Reformation  )  the  Lord  fpared  them 
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To  the  World*  $7 

forty  years  longer.  Ah!  New~Englandy 
wilt  thou  not  do  more  than  Nineveh ?  (hall 
there  not  be  fo  much  as  an  external  Refor¬ 
mation  of  thofe  things  that  provoke  the 
glorious  Eyes  of  Heaven  ?  Will  not 
the  haughty  Daughters  of  Sion,  reform 
their  Pride  in  Apparel  ?  Will  they  have 
the  Attire  of  an  Harlot  ?  Will  they  lay 
out  their  Hair,  and  wear  their  falfe  Locks* 
their  Borders,  and  Towers  like  Comets * 
about  their  heads  ?  Will  they  do  fo,  un¬ 
til!  God  fend  his  Arrows  from  Heaven* 
to  fmite  them  down  into  the  Grave,where 
the  dayes  of  Darknefs  (hall  be  many  ? 
And  (hall  there  be  (fill  fuch  a  multitude  of 
Licenfed  Drinking-  Houses  (  and  Town- 
dwellers  frequenting  them )  to  the  Shame 
of  BoHon ,  and  to  the  Infamy  of  Neiv- 
England  h  notwithft anding  the  Teftimony 
which  God,  and  his  Servants  have  given 
againft  it  ?  How  then  (hall  we  think  to 
cfcape  in  the  Day  of  the  Lord’s  Anger  $  if 
a  Reft  rmation,  fo  much  as  in  thefc  Exter¬ 
nals,  which  it  is  fo  eafy  to  reform,  will  not 
be  obtained  ?  O  Return,  Return  unto 
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the  Lord.  And  in  that  way  let  us  betake 
our  felves  unto  the  ihadirg  Wings  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  J  Do  we  not  hear  Hint 
fpeaking  to  us,  as  fometimes  unto  Jerufa- 
lemt  Mat.  23-37.  0  Jertijalem ,  Jerufi- 
lem ,  how  often  would  I  have  gath  ered  tbee9 
an  Hen  her  Chickens  under  her  wings „ 
Saith  the  Lord,  The  Roman  Eagles,  thofd 
birds  of  prey,  are  haftening  upon  you  i 
But  if  you  would  have  come  under 
My  Wings,  you  Ihould  have  been  fafe 
enough.  Even  fo,  doth  not  the  Lord  fay, 
O  New  England]  NewEnglar/dl  doftthou 
Hot  know  that  the  birds  of  prey  are  de¬ 
igning  to  devour  thee  ?  ,  But  my  Wings 
are  broad  enough  to  fecure  and  flieher 
thee,  when  the  black  and  ftormy  tempeft 
{hall  break  upon  the  World.  If  vve  be 
found  a  praying,  an  humble,  a  reforming 
People,  wee  need  not  doubt  but  that 
tinder  the  shadow  of  His  Wings,  we  shall 
inake  oar  Refuge ,  itntiU  the  Calamity  hi 
vverpafi. 

The 


Difcourfed  of. 


IN  A 


SERMON 

v reached  at  the  Lcftttre  ef  Bofton 


vJew-England 


<iJjugufly  31.  I  <58  2* 

Vherein  is  (hewed,  that  the  Voice  of 
rod  in  Signal  Providences,  efpccially 
r’hen  repeated  and  Iterated,  ought  to  be 
Hearkncd  unto. 


By  INCREASE  MAl'EIER . 


bb,  36.  24, 2<.  I{e member  thu  thou  magnify  his  wort^ 
which  men  behold.  Eve ry  nun  sruy  Jee  it,  nun  may 
behold  it  alar  off. 

>fal.  22.*;.  Becaufe  they  regard  not  tbs  Worfs  °f 
IQED,  norths  Operation  of  his  bunds,  heftaU  dejirej 
than,  and  not  bujld  them  up* 
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VOICE  cf  GOD 

IN  SIGNAL 
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Quail  t  to  be  hearkncd  unto. 

O 


EXOD.4.  8.  And  it  fad  come  to  pafsjhdt 
if  they  will  not  believe  thee*  wither 
hearken  to  the  Voice  of  the  fir  ft  Sign* 
then  they  will  believe  the  Voice  of  the 
Latter  Sign. 


N  the  preceding  Gh?pter>  we  have 
an  Account  of  Mojes  his  being 
fenc  to  the  children  of  l[mf  in 
order  to  their  Deliverance  out  of 
Egypt :  As  alfo  of  his  fer.fe  of 
the  Difficulty  of  that  Undertaking* 
Whence  he  did  entreat  the  Lord*  thqtc 

D  forties 
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Tome  other  Perlbn  might  rather  be  im- 
ployed  therein.  A  man  may  poffibly 
be  called  of  God  unto  fpecia!  Service  a- 
mongft  his  People,  and  yet  find  a  prefent 
averlenefs  and  unwillingnefs  in  his  own 
fpirit,  thereunto.  Mofes  was  at  firft  very 
unwilling  to  ingage  in  that  difficult  work, 
which  the  Lord  put  him  upon  3  and  there¬ 
fore  he  made  diverfe  Gbjedions,  which, 
untill  God  himfelf  anfwered  them,  he 
could  not  be  perfvvaded  to  comply  there¬ 
with.  His  firft  Objedion  was  from  the 
confi deration  of  his  own  perfonal  Unfic- 
nefs  for  fuch  a  Service.  That  Excufe  is 
obviated  and  removed  in  the  former 
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Chapter.  Mofes  his  fecond  Objedion  11 
was,  that  the  children  of  I  fuel  would  not  || 
believe  that  God  had  fent  him  to  them  h 
upon  fuch  an  Errand.  In  the  firft  Verfe  h 
of  this  Chapter.  They  md  not  believe  me,  1 ; 
nor  hearken  to  my  Voice :  for  they  tv  ill  Jay ,  1 
The  Lord  hath  not  appeared  unto  thee .  T  he 
Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  conde- 
feend  to  anfwer  this  Objedion  alio  *  and 
that  in  a  miraculous  way.  And  therein 
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Ought  to  be  Hearhned  unto*  i 

we  have  i .  The  Miracles  that  were  done. 
Whileft  Mofcs  was  yet  in  the  Deferr, 
where  God  appeared  to  him,  there  were 
two  Miracles  wrought  before  his  Eyes,  to 
confirm  &  encourage  him  in  his  Calling. 
At  this  Time  Mojes  was  keeping  the  flock 
of  Jethro  his  Father  in  Law  :  And  as 
Shepherds  were  wont  to  carry  a  Rod  or 
Paftoral  Staff  in  their  hands,  whereby 
thiy  did  direct  and  govern  their  Sheep 
( in  allufion  unto  which  Cuftome,  David 
in  one  of  the  Pfdms,  having  faid,  The 
Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  adds.  Let  his  Rod 
and  his  Staff  cow  fort  me  )  thus  Mofcs  had 
his  Shepherd's  Rodin  his  hand,  which  at 
the  Word  of  the  Lord,  hee  caft  on  the 
ground-,  and  it  became  a  Serpent:  and 
when  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  Put  forth 
thy  hand,  and  take  it  by  the  tail,  he  did  fo 
and  it  became  a  Rod  again,  V.  2,3,4. 
In  thofe  Miracles,  which  the  Scripture 
fpeaks  of,  there  was  many  times  an  Ana¬ 
logy  to  be  obfcrved,  between  the  Miracle, 
and  the  thing  adumbrated  thereby.  And 
fo  there  was  in  this  Miracle.  If  we  look 

D  2  upon 


h  Lyranus  in 
locum.  Qumvu 
fleriq ;  Hebrxo- 
rum,  Serpentem, 
de  Pbaraone  C? 
/b'gyprijs’  inter- 
fretttnlur* 
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upon  the  pafl,  prefent,  and  future  Bate  of 
the  children  of  Jpaef  it  was  not  unfitly 
represented  by  this  Sign,  for  the  chil- 
drcnof  jfrad  b  in  the  da  yes  of  fefeph^ 
were  like  unto  a  Rod,  in 
refped  of  Liberty  and 
Power:  But  after  his 
Death,  they  were  caft  to 
the  ground,  and  became 
as  vile  and  odious  as  Ser¬ 
pents,  to  the  s Egyptians . 
Thus  the  Rod  was  turned  into  a  Serpent. 
Moreover,  the  children  of  iftael ,  were 
by  the  hand  of  Mofes  brought  out  of  a  vile 
and  abje<5t  Condition,  into  a  ftate  of  Li¬ 
berty  and  Power.  Thus  was  the  Serpent 
turned  into  a  Rod  again.  And  this  was 
the  fir  ft  Sign,  The  Second  was  that  of 

Mofes9 s  Hand  becoming  leprous  5  and  all 
on  a  fudden  reftored  again.  Verfc.  6, 7. 
This  was  every  way  miraculous.  For 
the  Difeafeofthe  Leprofy  is  not  cured  fo 
fuddenly,  without  a  Miracle.  Thus 
Mops,  c  who  like  a  leprous  perfon,  was 
•c  RiVet  in  lecum,  a  long  time  excluded 

from 
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from  the  Society  of  the  Lord’s  People, 
being  banilhed  into  a  Wildernefs,  conti¬ 
nued  like  a  man  half  dead  and  buried  in  a 
defert  Land,  all  on  a  fudden  is  revived  and 
turned  into  another  man,  being  fent  an 
Ambafl'ador  from  the  God  of  Heaven 
unco  his  People  in  Egypt.  2.  Wee  have 
here  exprelTed,  that  which  was  the  pro¬ 
per  Defign  and  Intendment  of  thefe  Mi¬ 
racles  *,  viz*  that  fo  the  People,  in  whofe 
fight  they  (bould  afterwards  be  done, 
might  be  induced  to  believe  the  Word  of 
God  fpokenby  Mofes*  V,  5.  For  which 
caufe  there  muft  be  one  ftrange  Sign  after 
another.  The  Verfe  before  us  to  confi- 
der  of,  fpeaks  of  two  :  and  the  next  Verfe 
mentions  a  third.  And  although  the 
Lord  does  heaf  exprefs  himfeif  conditio¬ 
nally,  faying  f  //]  they  will  not  hear¬ 
ken  to  the  voice  of  the  hrft  Sign,  then 
they  will  believe  the  voice  of  the  latter 
Sign,  &c.  The  meaning  is  not,  as  though 
the  Omnifcicnc  God  did  not  know  whe¬ 
ther  one  Sign  would  not  effect  that  which 
was  the  proper  end  thereof,  or  no :  but 
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the  Lord  is  pleafed  ro  fpeak  after  the 
manner  of  Men  $  who  if  one  Attempt 
fail,  they’l  try  another,  and  then  ano¬ 
ther,  and  a  third  after  that,  untill  at  lad 
they  have  what  they  ay  me  at.  So  (  faith 
God  to  Mofcs )  fie  give  thee  power  to 
work  Miracle  upon  Miracle,  unttll  at  lad 
the  end  of  all  be  accompli  Hied.  The 
words  imply,  that  it  was  a  Duty  to  hear¬ 
ken  to  God’s  Voice  in  One  S  gn,  much 
more  in  diverfe.  And  that  the  children 
of  Ijraet  fliould  hear  the  Lord’s  Voice 
therein  *  and  that  the  Egyptians  not  hear¬ 
kening  thereunto,  would  be  left  the  more 
inexcufable. 

The  Dodrine  which  the  words  afford 
unto  us,  is, 
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That  men  ought  to  Hear  the  Voice  of 
God  in  Signal  Providences ,  ejpccialiy  when 
repeated  and  Iterated . 

There  are  three  things  which  may  be 
enquired  into,  for  the  clearing  of  this 
Doclrine.  I.  What  (ignal  Providences 

are 
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arc  they  the  Voice  whereof  ought  to  be 
hearknedunto?  2.  When  men  may  be 
faid  to  Hear  the  Lord’s  Voice  therein? 
2.  The  Rcafons  why  they  fliould  do  thus# 

'  Q^i  What  Signal  Providences  are 
the*/  t 'he  Voice  thereof  Jhould  be  Hearkned 
u»io  >  What  Works  of  God  are  we  to 
look  upon  as  Signal  ?  An[.  In  general, 
d  the  more  Eminent  Works  of  God  arc 
celled  Signs  in  . 

-  -  A  Res  Infohtx,  tut  inter  tltu, 

quacunque  rttione,  Eminentes, 
dicuntur  Signt ;  tut  quit  prxfens 
quid  figntnt,  rd  tanquam  ereilt 
funt  EexiUt  Potentix ,  Sapienti xt 
C>  Sonitatu  Divinx :  tut  etjam 
quit  futurt  Dei  Opera,  &  rerum 
Eventiu  prxpgntnt.  Voetius 
in  Dtfp.  felett,  Fol  2.  Vbi  de  Sig- 
nii.  P.  909. 


the  Scripture 
Such  Provi¬ 
dences  as  doc 
Signare ,  h.  e. 
declare  &  fig- 
nify  fomc- 
thing  extraor- 
eithcr 


dinary,  . -  . 

as  Prefent ,  or  future.  Such  Divine 
Works,  as  are  in  a  fpecial  manner  Pnfigns 
of  the  Power,  Wifdom,  Juftice,  Good- 
nefs,  Glory  of  the  Creator.  Or  that  do 
{ignify  the  Accomplifhment  of  tome  emi¬ 
nent  Work  of  God  to  be  near  at  hand. 

More  particularly. 

D  4  1.  There 
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i ,  There  are  Miraculous  Signs,  The 
words  before  us  have  fpecial  reference  un¬ 
to  fuch  Signs*  A  Miracle  is  an  Extraor¬ 
dinary  Providence,  e  Ic  is  a  Work  of 
God  above  the  confiituted  Order  of  Na¬ 
ture*  And  therefore  the  Great  God$ 
and  He  onely,  is  the  Author  of  a  true  Mi¬ 
racle,  He  alone  doth  Wonders.  PfdL 
1 3  6, 4,  Such  W or'ks  of  God  are  called 
Signs  in  the  Scripture-  Thus  foroe  / 

judicious  Expositors  in¬ 
terpret  thofe  Words* 
P(4.  74.9,  We  fee  not 
on  Signs,  as  notifying 
the  Extraordinary-)  as 
well  as  the  Ordinary  Hated  Signs  of  God’s 
Presence.  As  \f  the  Lord's  People 
ibould  tfierc  fpeak  after  the  fame 
manner  as  Gideon  once  did  (  Judg.  6« 

)  Where  are  ail  the  Miracles*  which 
bur  Fathers  told  us  of?  We  fee  not  our 
S'igris*  we  fee  not  thofe  Miracles*  which 
ib  the  dayes  of  our  Fathers  werefeeru  The 
Lord  doth  not  appear  in  that  miraculous 
Way  For  our  Deliverance^  as  He  did  for 


•  Ames.,  That,  E 
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(f)  Sic  Yatablus, 
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them.  However,  it  is  certain,  that  in 
many  other  Scriptures  Miracles  are  called 
Signs-  Mar.  16.17*  A$-  4*  3°*  For 
they  are  certain  Signs  of  God's  powerful 
prefence  with  them,  by  whofe  hands  they 
are  wrought  &  that  therefore  they  arc  fent 
cfGod.  The  Miracles  done  by  Mefes, 
were  Signs  that  God  fent  him,  and  was 
with  him.  When  John  Baptifl  Tent  his 
Difciples  (  not  that  he  doubted  thereof, 
onely  that  their  Faith  might  be  confir¬ 
med  )  to  Chrift,  to  enquire  whether  he 
was  indeed  the  true  Mefiiah,  or  no  5  the 
Lord  Chnft  to  convince  them  of  it,  told 
them  what  Miracles  were  wrought  by 
Him.  Thofe  Miracles  were  Signs  >  At - 
puments,  Demonfirations  from  Heaven, 
that  Chrift  was  as  He  profeffed  himfelfto 
be,  the  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of  the 
World.  And  the  Miracles  which  the 
Lord  wrought  by  the  Apoftles,  were 
Signs  of  the  powerful  Prefence  of  God 
with  them,  and  that  the  Do&rine  which 
they  taught,  was  from  Heaven. 

i.  There  are  Portentous  Signs.  Such 


as 


1 


i 


I  o  The  Voice  of God  in  ftgnal  Providences 

as  we  call  Prodigies,  which  are  Intimati¬ 
ons  and  Signs  either  of  the  Mercy,  or  of 
the  Wrath  of  Heaven  toward  the  children 
of  Men.  The  Plagues  of  Egypt  were  of 
a  prodigious  nature.  When  Water  was 
turned  into  Blood,  it  was  a  prodigious* 
Sign  that  the  Egyptians,  for  their  bloody 
Cruelty  in  murdering  the  Male  ifraeUtifh 
Infants,  fhould  themfelves  dye  and  perifh 
in  the  Waters.  There  were  prodigious 
Thunders,  and  dorms  of  Fire  and  Haile, 
and  prodigious  Darknefs  throughout  the 
Land  5  and  a  fudden  prodigious  multipli¬ 
cation  of  noxious  Creatures,  deftroying 
the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  :  All  which  firange 
Providences  were  Signs  portending  the 
dcftru&ion  of  Egypt,  and  the  lalvation  of 
Jfrael.  There  are  indeed  fome  prodigi¬ 
ous  Signs,  which  are  alfo  Miracles  •,  many 
of  thofe  in  Egypt,  were  fo.  There  are 
other  portentous  Signs,  which  are  not 
Miracles  properly  5  but  ftrangc  Werkcs 
of  Providence.  Such  asBlazingftars,  and 
firange  Apparitions  on  the  Earth,  or  in 
the  heavens.  There  were  Fearful  Sights 

and 


M 

11 

:t 

(I 

){ 

...  - 


1 

i 


Ought  to  he  Hearhed  unto,  Ii 

strd  %reat  Signs  from  heaven,  portending 
the  Deftruttion  of  JerufaUm,  and  Ruine 
to  the  j fewi/h  Nation,  as  i  have  formerly 
had  occahon  to  drew  from  JLuk,2 i.  1 1 • 
Signs  of  this  nature,  are  fometimes  called 
Tokens  in  the  Scripture,  becaufe  they  ufc 
to  betoken  fome  eminent  Work  of  God, 
and  great  Changes  as  near  at  hand.  Pfal. 
I?5,  9.  Sometimes  they  arc  called 
Wonders ,  for  that  they  life  to  caufc  great 
VVonderment  and  Admiration  tobea- 
mongft  Mortals  on  the  Earth,  fyc,  A<ff» 
2.  19,20.  /  will  jhtw  Wonders  in  heaven 
above,  and  Signs  in  the  earth  beneath:  blood 
and  (ire  and  vapour  of  (moak.  Ihe  fun  (l)all 
be  turned  into  darknejs,  and  the  moon  into 
blood ,  before  the  great  and  notable  day  of  the 
Lord  come.  Prodigies  g  are  oftentimes 
Signs  portending  lome 
great  and  notable  Day  of 
the  Lord  to  beat  hand. 

3.  There  arc  fignal 
Mercyes  of  God.  Emi¬ 
nent  Mercyes  and  Deliverances  are  fg- 

nal  Providences.  Providences  that  arc 

bv 
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by  way  of  eminency  called  marvellous  te-[ 
vingkindnefi.  Pfal  j.  Sometimes1 
God  is  extraordinarily  gracious  to  the 
children  of  men  *,  and  He"  is  then  faid  to 
do  great  things  for  them .  He  beftoweth 
fuch  Mercyes  on  them,  as  thauhemfelves 
who  are  the  fubje&s  thereof,  cannot  but1 
wonder  at.  He  maketh  them  to  marvel' 


veilous  in  your  eyes .  Yea,  and  others  thar 
fee  or  hear  thereof,  to  wonder  alfo. r 
When  the  great  ones  of  the  Earth  beheld 
what  God  had  done  for  his  Servants  of 
old,  they  /aw  it  and  marvelled .  Pfal.  48. 

5  •  Such  Mercyes  are  fignal.  For  they 
argue  the  great  and  admirable  Goodnefs  11 
of  God  5  and  are  fometimes  Signs  of  Di-  f 
vine  Favour  towards  them  that  are  the  } 
iubjedb  of  them,  Hence  David  fpeaks 
as  Pfal.  8<5.  17.  Shew  me  a  Token  (  or  a 
Sign:  the  Hebrew  word  there  is  the  fame 
with  that  in  mv  Text  )  h  for  good ,  that  11 

fie.  He  prayech 
Id  lave  him  out  of  his 

inv^rba  Signup 


prefenr 


Ought  to  he  Hearkned  unto .  I  $ 

Jfli&ions  in  fuch  an  eminent  way,  as 
^  hat  his  Enemycs  might  by  fuch  a  bright 
J  Sign  of  God’s  Favour  to  David,  be  con¬ 
vinced  thereof,  and  be  affiamed  of  their 
_nmiry  againft  him,  whom  the  God  of 
Heaven  did  manifeft  peculiar  Love  unto. 
The  Lord’s  own  People  are  many  times 
the fubje&s of  fignal Mercyes and  Salvati¬ 
ons.  When  they  are  brought  into  fuch 
ftraits  and  Difficulties,  as  that  they  can¬ 
not  help  themfelves,  and  there  is  none  elfc 
to  deliver  them,  now  God  fteps  in,  and  by 
his  Wonder-working  Providence  faveth 
them.  When  the  children  of  Israel  were 
made  Slaves  in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  there 
was  little  hope  that  they  ihouldever 
be  delivered:  but  God  by  vvonderfull 
Providences  brought  it  to  pafs.  And  their 
deliverance  out  of  Babylon  ^  was  a  greater 
Work  than  that.  Jer,  J6. 14,  i5«  Lor 
the  Emperour  of  Babylon  was  a  more  po¬ 
tent  Oppreffor  than  Pharaoh.  .  The  Over¬ 
throw  of  the  Babylonian  Empire  was  more 
unlikely  than  the  ruine  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Egypt  ^  yet  God  by  fignal  Providences 

brought 
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brought  it  about,  in  Mercy  to  his  People 


Such  Providences  are  Signs  of  God’s  fpe 
cial  Care  of  his  Church  in  the  World. 


11 


:!:i 


4.  There  are  fignal  Judgements:! 
Wonderfitll  Plagues ,  as  the  Scripture*ex*| 
preflionis.  Bent,  28.  58.  Such  Judge-n 
ments  as  one  may  plainly  fee  the  Fing  erf 
of  God  in  them.  The  great  Persecutors 


'ii 


and  OpprefTors  of  his  People,  are  often¬ 
times  Smitten  in  fuch  a  W3y,  as  that  it  is ... 
manifeft  that  God  hath  done  if.  They  are  { 
fo  high,  as  that  men  cannot  come  at  them, 
but  therefore  the  Lord  removeth  them  by 
invifible  ftrokes  of  his  Hand,  or  of  fome 


Angel,  whom  He  fends  from  Heaven  for 


thatpurpofes  as  it  was  with  Herod ,  and  1 
with  S enacheriPs  Hoff.  Sometimes  men 
are  vifited  with  rare  and  Unufual  judge-  1 
ments.  There  are  Prodigies  of  judgement  s 
falling  down  from  Heaven  upon  the  fin- 
full  children  of  men.  The fe  arc  expre fifed  \ 
in  the  Scripture,  by  that  of  an  Overflowing 
Scourge ,  Ifai.  28.  18.  A  Judgement  that 
doth  not.  keep  within  ordinary  Banks  and 
bounds,  is  an  Overflowing  Scourge.  As 

when 


Ou*bt  to  he  HearVntd  unto]  x  $ 

It,  yhcn  fudden  deftru&ion  cometh  and  that 
:<  ipon  many  at  once.  When  Pharaoh  and 
us  Holt,  vverc  all  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea, 
t  was  a  fignal  Judgement.  The  Lord 
hewed  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Excellency,  in 
overthrowing  them  that  rofe  up  agamft 
dim.  It  was  fuch  a  judgment  as  did  afto- 
ai(li  the  World.  ThcDukcs  of  Edom  were 
amazed  at  it,  Trembling  took  hold  on 
he  mighty  Men  of  Aloab,  and  all  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Canaan  did  e’en  melt  away  at 
:he  Report  of  what  was  done.  When  the 
Flood  came  upon  the  Old  World,  and 
choufands  of  Millions  of  finful  Creatures 
perifhed  together,  it  was  a  Jignal  Judge¬ 
ment.  And  when  Fire  (  which  ufeth  to 
fly  upward  )  contrary  to  its  nature,  fell 
down  in  ftreams  and  (bowers  upon  the  So¬ 
domites,  to  punifh  them  for  their  Unnatu¬ 
ral  Abominations,  when  (  as  one  of  the 
Ancients  fpcaks  )  Hell  was  rawed  down 
out  of  Heaven  upon  thofe  worfe  than  hel- 
lifh  Sinners,  it  was  a  fignal  Judgement. 
And  indeed,  all  publick  and  general  Ca¬ 
lamities,  may  be  called  fignal-,  becaule 

thev 
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they  are  Signs  of  the  mighty  Power,  and  of  the  grea 
(Wrath  of  the  Holy  God.  .  5 

We  come  now  to  the  fecotid  Enquiry,  viz.  Whe 
men  may  be  / aid.  to  Hear  the  Voice  of  God  in  fignal  Trovi 
dences  ?  Anfm-  l.  When  they  are  thereby  brough| 
to  believe  his  Word.  The  Lord’s  ufual  method  is 
firft  to  fpeak  to  men  by  his  Word,  and  if  that  taketl 
place,  well  and  good  :  but  if  his  Word  be  not  regar¬ 
ded,  then  He  fpeaks  by  fignal  Providences,  one  afccj} 
another.  The  fpecial  Defignoffuch  folemri  works  o  ( 
God,  is  to  confirm  his  Word.  When  the  Lord  wrough^ 
fuch  Signs  in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  it  was  (  as  hath  beer' 
intimated )  that  People,  both  Ifraelites  and  Egyptians 
might  be  induced  to  believe  the  word :  which  Mofe. 
fpake  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  The  Scripture  fpea 
keth  of  the  Sign  of  the  prophet  Jonah,  bec«ufe  i  Jo¬ 
nah's  miraculous  Deliverance  out  of, 
i  Ravanellus  the  Whale’s  belly,  was  to  be  a  S$t 
ubi  fupra,  to  the  Ninevites,  that  God  had  fent 
him.  As  in  the  Antitype,  when, 
Chrlft  was  raifed  out  of  the  Grave,  that  was  a  Sign' 
that  He  was  no  Impofior,  as  the  wicked  ^Tvyblafphe- 
moufly  called  Him ;  but  the  true  Mefiiah  fent  of  God, 
The  Gift  of  working  Miracles  in  the  Primitive  Times, 
toas  that  fb  men  might  believe  the  Gofpel  Signal' 
Mercyes  are  beftowed  upon  men,  that  fo  they  mighjr 
Relieve  the  Truth  of  his  Promifes  j  and  fignal  Judge¬ 
ments,  that  fo  they  might  believe  his  Threatenings. 
Yea,  and  when  there  is  a  portentous  Sign  appearing  in 
the  heavens,  it  is,  that  fo  men  might  believe  the 
Word  of  God.  Therefore  when  they  do  thus,  they 
may  be  laid  to  Hear  the  Voice  of  God  in  fuch  fignal 
Providences. 

2.  When  men  are  by  fuch  fignal* Providences  awa« 
kened  tc  Fear  that  God,  who  fpeaketh  to  them  there¬ 
in,  and 


U  5  I 


r  » 

'I  Ought  to  be  Ueirkned  unto,  ij 

nd  thereby,  th-jy  may  be  faid  tohear  hi1?  Voice  there¬ 
in.  Signal  Mercyes  call  upon  men  to  fear  the  Lori 
!n  &:  hisGo'odnefs:  Signal  judgements  call  upon  the  n  to 
Tear  the  Lord  and  his  Grea  taels.  Y^a,  fuppofing 
thefe  judgements  to  be  upon  others  onely,  not  tor  the 
15  prefenc  amongltour  felves,  we  fhould  be  awak.-ned 
1  greatly,  to  fear  that  God,,whofe  Naive  is  dreadful  in 
all  the  Earth.  When  the  Lord  cUt  off  the  Nations 
round  about,  and  made  their  Towers  defolate.  He  laid 
°*  lof  Jerdfalem,  Surely  they  -will  Fear  me„  Zepl'»  3-  7. 

They  that  pour  out  the  Vials  full  of  Plagues  upon  the 
ea  Antichriflixn  world,  fay,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
Worlds ,  Lord.  God  Almighty ,  Who  would  not  Fear  thee. 
'&c.  Rev  15.  3,  4.  God  brings  marvellous  judge- 
J  ments  on  his  Enemyes ;  and  beftows  marveilous  Salva¬ 
tions  on  bis  People ;  all  that  hear  thereof,  fhould  learn 
to  Fear  Him.  And  the  like  is  to  be  affirmed  with  re¬ 
aped  to  portentous  Signs  in  the  Heaven.  For  fuch  a 
Sign  doth,  as  tis  faid  in  the  Revelation  concerning  the 
Angel  which  flew  through  the  mid  A  of  h  aven,Ch.  14- 
V.  7.  He  faid  with  a  loud  voice ,  Fear  God  and  give  glory 
to  Him ,  for  the  hour  ofbii  judgement  is  come.  So  doth 
fuch  a  Sign  in  heaven  ( efpecially  i!  it. be  not  a  nrlt  5 
but  a  Latter  Sign  )  cry  with  a  loud  voice,  that  all  the 
World  mav  hear,  tear  God,  and  give  glory  to  Km,  for 
the  hour  of  his  Judgement  is  near  a  t  hand.  And  therefore 
they  that  arc  thereby  aw  akened  to  (ear  Him,  may  tr  u- 
ly  be  faid  to  Hear  his  Voice  in  fuch  fignal  DTpenlationS 
of  his  Providence  towards  men  here  below.  As  that 
great  Emperour  kj  "'bo  when  there  was  a  Llazmgiun 

appearing,  end  fome  told  him 
^  Ludovicos  I.  Ca-  he  {houid  not  be  afraid,  becanfe 
troli  Magni  jtlius.  the  Scripture  faith,  Be  not  aij~ 

mayed  at  the  Signs  of  Heaven^ 

replycd,  but  It  becomes  us  10  fear  that  Got,  who  hath 
II  *  -  •  .  k.  tnnds* 
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made  this  Sign  in  the  heavens ,  and  toad- 
mire  his  Goodnejs ,  in  that  he  gtveth  us  war¬ 
ning  before  Hefmitethus. 

3 •  When  men  preftife  according  ro 
what  the  Lord  calls  for,  they  may  be  faid 
to  Hear  his  Voice,  'in  his  Signal  and 
Solemn  Ddpenfations.  To  Hear ,  in 
Scripture- language,  is  to  Obey.  Ifa.  5V 
3-  Hear  (  i.  e~  obey  )  and  your  Souls 
Jhall live .  And  when  God  doth  ho  often 
promite  Mercy  unto  thofe  that  hearken 
to  his  Commandments  5  fuch  as  yield 
Obedience  thereunto,  are  intended.  The 
children  of  Ifrael  did  hear  the  voice  of 
thofe  Signs  the  Text  fpeaks  of,  when 
they  obeyed  the  Lord’s  Call,  in  departing  ; 
ouzo?  Egypt,  as  Hee  commanded  them.  1 
God  requires  men  to  forfake  the  ways  of 
Sin  5  and  to  walk  in  contrary  ways  of  Ho-  f 
linefs,  and  new  Obedience  before  Him.  : 
Now  if  they  (hall  by  any  fignal  Providen-  - 
ces  be  prevailed  upon  fo  to  do,  then  do 
they  hear  the  Lord’s  voice  therein. 

But  why  (})ould  men  thus  Hear  the  J 
F nee  of  Signal  Providences  ?  Anf  I  (hall 

mention 


Ought  to  he  Hearhned  until  ip 

mention  only  one  Reafon ,  and  that  fhall 
be  from  the  Confideration  of  the  Autho¬ 
rity  and  Greatntf  of  Him  that  fpeaketh  in, 
and b y  [itch  Providences,  It  is  the  LORD > 
the  MIGHTY  GOD ,  that  is  then  cal¬ 
ling  upon  the  Spectators,  or  Subje&s  of 
fuch  Works  of  his.  As  for  his  Power  of 
Might ,  it  is  Infinite.  He  is  able  as  eafily 
to  deftroy  men,  as  to  fpeak  to  them.  He 
that  by  a  word’s  fpeaking,  made  the 
World,  is  able  by  the  breath  of  his  Mouth 
to  annihilate  any  Creature.  Therefore 
they  are  highly  concerned  to  Hear  when 
and  what  He  fpeaketh  to  them.  And  as 
for  his  Power  of  Authority ,  it  is  Univer- 
fal,  and  Abfolute.  Divine  Teftimony 
ought  to  be  received  on  that  foie  account: 
ofthe  Authority  of  the  Speaker-  Hence 
often  in  the  Scripture,  it  is  faid,  Hear  the 
Word,  of  the  LORD ,  and  Lhus  Jaith  the 
LORD:  intimating,  that becaufc  of  the 
Authority  ofthe  Speaker,  men  have  infi¬ 
nite  Reafon  to  Hear  and  Fear,  and  to 
Believe  and  Obey. 

life,  i. By  w.*y  of Inftruftion,  i.  Hence 
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great  is  their  Sin ,  who  defpife ,  or  difregard 
the  Signal  Workes  of  God.  When  the 
Lord  fpeaketh  to  men  byftgnal  Eminent 
Mercyes,  but  they  will  not  hearken  to  his 
Voice  therein;,  their  Evil  is  great.  When 


they  are  not  thereby  led  unto  Repentance, 
and  toiovc  and  ferve  the  God  of  their 


Mercyes,  and  Deliverances.  Such  have 


no  reafon  to  exped  other,  but  that  God 
will  change  the  tenor  of  his  Difpenfations 
towards  them  5  yea,  that  He  .will  do  them 


hurt,  after  he  hath  done  them  good.  JoJh . 
24.  20.  and  that  they  (hall  become 
as  eminent  Examples  for  Judgement,  as 
ever  they  v/ere  for  Mercy.  Tots  onely 
have  I  known  of  aU  the  families  of  the  earthy 
therefore  I  will  punifh  you  for  all  your  iniqui¬ 
ties,  Amos,  3.2.  Or  when  God  fpeaks 
to  a  People  by  fignal  Judgements,  one  af¬ 
ter  another :  by  ftrangc  Puniihments  5  by 
Unufual  Rebukes  of  his  Providence :  For 
J  i’  “  0  ’ar,  nor  regard  the  Voice  of 

:in,  is  great  Iniquity.  It  ar¬ 
te  hardnefs  of  heart.  Were 
ts  exceeding  hard ?  fhould 

God 


Ought  to  he  Heartened  unto.  z  z 

God  but  fpeak  to  them  by  his  Word ,  they 
would  immediately  fall  down  before  it,  as 
tender-hearted  Jofiah  did  :  Burthen,  if 
he  fpeaks  by  flgnal  and  difmal  Afflictions, 
and  that  in  an  iterated  way,  a  Firff,  and 
a  Latter  Sign  of  his  Difpleafure  5  in  cafe 
men  will  not  now  hear  and  obey,  their 
hearts  are  like  Leviathans ,  as  hard  as  a 
I lone ,  and  firmer  than  a  piece  of  the  nether 
rnillfione.  Nay,  it  is  many  times  a  black 
Sign  of  that  Hardnefs  of  heart,  which  is 
a  fearful  Confequent  of  eternal  Reproba¬ 
tion.  For  was  it  not  thus  with  the  Repro* 
bate  heart  of  Pharaoh  ?  One  awful  Sign 
of  God’s  Difpleafure  came  upon  him,  and 
he  regarded  it  not;  and  then  another, 
neither  did  he  fet  his  heart  unto  this  alfo. 

And  when  God  fpeaketh  to  men  by 
portentous  Signs  in  the  heaven  ;  by  a  firft 
and  a  Latter  Sign,  then  for  them  todifre- 
gardit,  or  to  make  light  of  ir,  is  a  great 
Sin.  Mind,  I  pray  you,  what  the  Scri¬ 
pture  faith.  Job.  3 6.  24,  25.  Remember 
that  thou  magni fie  his  Work ,  which  men  be- 
hold.  Every  waft  may  jee  it ,  men  may  be - 
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hold  it  afar  off*  So  it  is  when  there  is  3 


Sign  blazing  amongft  theStars  of  heaven. 


every  man  feeth  it,  they  behold  it  afar  off; 
now  they  ought  not  to  defpife  5  but  to 
magnifie  fuch  Works  of  God.  And  as  for 
thole  that  do  profanely  contemn  fuch 
fignal  Works  of  the  moft  High,  there  is 
.an  awful  Scripture,  the  Condferation 
whereof  may  ftrike  Cold  to  their  hearts  5 
3  mean  that  in  the  28/&  Pfalm,  the  5 thV, 
where  it  is  faid ;  Becauje  they  regard  not 
theWorkes  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  Operation 
of  his  hands ,  He  / had  deflroy  them,  and  not 
build  them  up* 

Inftr.  a.  Hence  then,  the  Works  of 
God  have  a  Voice  in  them ,  as  well  as  his 
Word .  Auftin  calls  the  Sacraments* 
Verba  viftbilia :  Even  (o  the  Works  of 
God  are  (  as  we  may  fo  fp?ak  )  a  vffible 
Word.  The  Works  of  Creation  have  3 
Voice  in  them.  The  heavens  declare 
the  glory  of  God,  day  unto  day  uttereth 
fpeecb,  there  is  no  language  where  their 
Voice  is  not  heard.  Pfal.  19.  1,  2,  3, 
Suih  and  Trees,  and  every  Creature  in 

the 
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the  higher  and  in  the  lower  world,  preach 
and  proclaim  that  there  is  a  God,  and  that 
He  is  an  infinitely  glorious  Being,  And 
the  Works  of  Providence  have  a  Voice 
in  them :  Yea,  common  Providences 
have  fo  5  much  more,  ipecial  and  fignal 
Diipenfations  of  Providence,  Mcrcyes 
have  a  Voice  in  them  5  and  therefore  are 
faid  to  be  iVitneffes.  God  hath  not  left 
himfelf  without  Witnefs,  inafmuch  as  He 
giveth  Rain  from  heaven  and  fruitfull 
Seafons.  Judgements  have  a  Voice  in 
them.  Mic.  6. 9 •  Hear  ye  the  Rod .  Brutiih 
men  may  feel  the  Rod  5  but  wife  men 
hear  the  Rod,  and  underftand  the  Lord's 
meaning  therein.  Yea,  Judgements 
from  heaven,  have  a  loud,  thundring, 
roaring  Voice.  The  Lord  / hall  roar  out  of 
Sion ,  and  utter  his  Voice  from  ftruffem. 
The  terrible  Judgements,  which  He  doth 
execute  upon  the  World,  are  the  Lorc& 
Roarings  out  of  Sion.  There  w  is  the 
Voice  of  Speech*,  yea,  the  Voue  of  the 
Almighty ,  in  thole  Judgement,  which 
came  upon  Jerufalcm.  Ezek .  1. 
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T orient om  Signs  in  heaven  have  a  {peak? 
ing  Voice  in  them.  Sometimes  they 
Ipeak  the  Mercy  .of  heaven,  and  good 
Will  towards  the  children  of  men.  As 
that  extraordinary  Light  which  flamed  |l 
about  theS.hepherdsacthe  Birth  of Ghrift, 
was  a  Token  of  Divine  Favour.  A  very 
judicious  and  learned  /  Interpreter,  thinks 
chat  the  Star  which  appeared  to  the  Wife 
men,  was  the  fame  with  that  miraculous 
Light  that  (hone  about  the  Shepherds. 

It  was  no  ordinary  Star ,  nor  yet  a  Co- 
vnti  properly:  for  it  guided  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  Town  &  Houfe  i  and  was  therefore 
fueh  another  miraculous  work  of  God,  as 
rhe  Pillar  of  Fire,  which  dire&ed  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  I  [ratlin  their  way  towards  Cana- 
an*  being  a  Sign  of  the  gracious  Prefence, 
and  Favour  of  God.  But  moft  com- 


1  Cmfl-At  eerie,  Ifj  Lumen  iSud ,  banc  Steffm  coders  ■ 

tempore  &  eqdeni  fine  apparuijfe :  J^uiimunum  idemque 
Lumen  effet?  Lightfodt.  (  m  )  Cqmetm  proprie 

%sn  fv.ijje  paler,  ',1 .  Ex  differentia  Situs :  quia  hire  fielll 
dfllqrior  fail.  2.  Motus,  3.  Apparition#,  4.  Durationif0 
Sparine mius  ifcti  Hofpinian  ds  Origins  Fefi.  Cbrifii- 
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snonly,  portentous  Signs  in  heaven  arc 
Significations  of  Divine  Difpieafure, 
The  Lord  fends  them  as  Heraulds  to  pro¬ 
claim  Wrath  and  Wo  to  a  finful  2nd 
believing  World.  They  are  like  the  fi¬ 
ring  a  Beacon  upon  an  high  hill,  which  gi- 
veth  notice  far  and  near,  that  Troubles 
are  at  hand  -7  and  that  now  men  are  con- 
cerned  to  prepare  themfelves  for  the  Bat¬ 
tel. 

Ufe.  2.  of  Exhortation  to  Hearken  to 
the  Voice  of  God  in  all  his  Solemn  and  Sig* 
nal  Difpenfitions • 

The  Lord  hath  oflate  Time,  been  fpea- 
king  by  very  Signal  Providences ,  in  other 
parts  of  the  World,  which  we  that  are  a- 
far  off,  fhould  learn  Inftru&ion  by.  We 
hear  the  ratling  of  the  flames  of  Perfecuti- 
on  afar  off,  whereby  the  Houfcs  of  God 
in  other  parts  of  the  World,  are  burning 
and  co/luming.  There’s  a  Voice  in 
thofe  flames  (peaking  to  us.  Have  n 
we  not  heard  how  it  hath  been  with  the 

3  See  the  Relation  of  the  prefect  flats  of  the  Churches  in 
Hungaria,  lately  printed. 
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poor  Prote Pants  in  Hnng&ria^  of  later 
years  ?  Five  and  twenty  hundred  Chur¬ 
ches  there  reduced  to  a  fmall  number. 
And  in  the  Kingdom  of  France ,  what 
bloody  Cruelties  are  exercifed  towards 
the  Froieftants  there.  Forty  of  late  Car¬ 
ved  to  death  in  one  Prifon,  bciides  many 
other  Miferyes,  doleful  to  relate.  And 
what  a  fearful  Inundation  was  that  which 
hapned  in  the  Netherlands,  no  longer 
(Lice  than  this  laft  Winter,  when  thou* 
fands  loft  their  Lives  5  and  the  Lord 
knoweth  how  many  fcores  of  thoufands 
had  ali  their  Eftates  taken  from  them  in 
one  fatal  nighr.  Surely  the  floods  of 
great  waters  have  come  nigh  unto  them# 
And  fomething  of  that  nature*  we  hear 
hath  fince  that,  hapned  in  the  Land  of  our 
Fathers  Sepulchres.  God  hath  been  o- 
pening  the  windows  from  on  high  there, 
and  hath  poured. down  a  Flood  of  Cala¬ 
mity  upon  the  Land.  Fiiftorians  re¬ 
port,  that  there  was  a  prodigious  Rain, 
and  fudden  Flood  caufed  thereby  in  the 
Land  of  Egypt*  a  little  before  the  Per  pans 
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'wallowed  them  up.  An  Overflowing 
)f  the  River  7 ygris  did  forethreaten  the 
iefolation  of  Nineveh-?  which  may  proba¬ 
cy  be  hinted  at  in  that  Scripture.  Nab.  u 
L  It  may  be  what  we  now  hear  of,  is  a 
Mgn,  that  God  will  ere  long  pour  down 
:heCatara&s  of  his  Wrath  upon  a  finfui 
NJation,  which  hath  of  late  been  found 
guilty  before  the  Lord,  of  Signal  Apofta- 
fy,  Debauchery,  and  (  above  all )  ofne- 
"andous  Contempt  of  the  Pure  and  Pow¬ 
erful  Difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel,  witnefs 
:he  black  day  p  when  above  two  thou¬ 
sand  Minifiers  of  God 
were  Silenced  at  once,  p  r.  m*.  Baxters 
is  to  their  publick  1  e-  eburebuiftorj,  f.  21* 

dimony.  Shall  not 
*ny  Soul  he  avenged  on  fuch  a  Nation  as  this , 
raith  the  Lord.  And  hath  not  the  Lord 
oeen  fpeaking  by  very  fignal  Providences, 
wherein  we  our  felves  have  been,  and  are 
peculiarly  concerned  ?  Hath  not  the 
Sword  been  raging  in  the  rmdft  of  thee, 
□  New- England'  Hath  nor  the  Lord 

oecn  marching  through  the  Land  in  Indi¬ 
gnation  ?  Hath 
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Hath  not  a  mortal  Contagion  been  a^lj 
mongft  us,  and  fwept  away  five  or  fix 
hundred  before  ir>  in  this  one  Town? 
Hath  not  God  rendred  his  Rebukes  in 
flames  of  Fire  upon  thee  Bojiort  5  and  that 
not  only  by  a  firfb  but  a  Second  Sign  of 


[1! 


his  Holy  and  Righteous  Difpleafure? 
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And  have  we  not  bm  vifited  by  the  Lord 
of  Hofts,  with  Signal  and  prodigious 
Tempefts?  Was  it  not  fo  two  years  ago, 
in  a  Place  q  not  far  off,  when  one  that 
flood  in  the  way  of  that  Whirlewind  of 
the  Lord,  was  dafiied  to  death  in  a  mo¬ 
ment?  Had  the  ftrength  and  fury  of, 
that  Guff  fallen  upon  fuch  a  Town  as 
this,  where  there  are  a  multitude  of  Hou- 
fes,  many  Lives  had  pen  (bed.  And  I 
am  informed,  that  there  was  this  Sum¬ 
mer,  in  a  neighbour  Colony  r,  a  Tem-l 
peft  no  lefs  prodigious  5  which  in  the 
Woods,  for  eight  miles  together,  carried 


q  Viz.  in  Cambridge.  July,  g.  i5g0.  ( r )  In. 
Lew-Haven  Colony ,  mar  Srraiford.  A  more  full  ac¬ 
count  of  thefe  things,  the  Reader  may  expetl  in  the  CoHefti- 
cn  of  rcmrkjhh  frovBencesj  intended  to  be  publijbed. 

. ‘  -  all 


1 


I  Ought  to  he  Hear  kited  unto, 

|  l  clear  before  it.  Certainly,  thefe  arc 
ignal,  and  (peaking  Providences. 

"And  now  behold!  the  Lord  is  fpeak- 
ag  to  us,  and  to  all  the  World,  by  zBla- 
ing  Sign,  which  His  own  Hand  hath 
lung  up  in  the  Heavens.  It  is  not  for 
othing,  that  there  is  this  Latter  Sign  ap- 
earing  fo  foon  (  within  iefs  than  two 


fears  )  after  a  former.  Divines  lay  it 
own  as  a  Principle  of  Truth  /,  Thac 
Lings,  which  proceed  from  Natural  caufes 5 
f  Unufual,  are  Signal .  So  may  it  be  af¬ 

firmed  as  to  the  Sign  now  hanging  over 
W  heads.  Oh!  let  us  confider  the 
ord’s  Voice  therein.  But,  What  doth 
he  Lord  [peak  unto  us  h y  this  Latter  Sign  in 
Leaven  ? 

Anf.  i.  Surely  the  Lord  faith  by  it. 
The  World  is  full  of  Unbelief.  When 
he  Jews  continued  in  their  Unbelief,  not- 
vithftanding  John  Baptitfs  powerful  Mi- 

/  Quicquidin  Cvlo,  Terra,  &  in  Mari  fit  xtnfolito , 

'is  it fiiato  wore,  Divinitus  fro  Signo  fonttur  certoruni 
Zyenmuvt.  Non  igiiur  contemnams  bos  Dei  Pranuncios • 

Ulted.tfW,  Nvwl,  farf,  2,  p, 

mftry. 
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niftry,  it  was  faid,  Except  you  fee  Signs 
and  Wonders ,  you  will  not  believe .  Joh.  4. 
48.  Truly,  except  men  fee  Signs  and 
Wonders  in  heaven,  they  will  not  believe. 
Nay,  except  they  behold  a  latter  as  well 
as  a  former  Sign,  they  will  not  believe. 
How  juftly  may  the  Lord  from  Heaven 
upbraid  the  World  for  their  Unbelief. 

2.  God  feems  to  intimate  that  there 
are  great  Changes  hafining  upon  the 
World.  When  God  creates  a  New 
thing  in  the  Heavens,  ’tisaSign  He  hath  ' 
fome  Strange  work  to  do  in  the  Earth.', 
What  thefe  Changes  are,  Time  will  dif- 
cover,  Onely  (  as  I  have  el fe where  no- 
ted  )  the  conftant  Experience  of  former  ' 
Ages  declares  that  fuch  Signs  t  have  bin  j 
portentous  of  great  Mutations  in  the  *! 
World.  And  the  Scripture  foretelling  the 
great  Changes,  and  dreadful  Revolutions  ' 
of  Providence,  which  (hall  come  to  pafs 

t  Cmetas  nova  Imperii  portendere,  tipud  owner  fere  gtn- 
tesreceptumett.  Vulcanius  aurufpex,  tefie  Servio,  ai 
Eclcg.  9,  dice  bit,  Comet i  fignifienri  Exitum  veteris, 
fif  Ingrcflm  uoyi  Seeuli.  Grotlus  in  Match.  2.  2. 
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in  the  laft  Ages  of  the  World,  faith,  that 
as  Forerunners  and  Intimations  thcrO)/, 
there  (hall  be  Signs  in  (  or  amongfl  )  rht 
Stars.  God  will  raife  an  horrioie  Iemt 
pefl  among  ft  the  Nations,  which  will 
make  the  waves  thereof  to  roar.  Por¬ 
tentous  and  Fearful  Sights,  are  a  Sign 
that  the  days  are  at  h  ind,  wherein  there 
(h  ill  be  Diftrefs  of  Nations,  mens  hearts 
failing  them  for  Fear,  and  for  looking 
after thofe  Ihings  which  are  coming  on 
the  Earth.  \  ea,  and  that  the  Powers 
of  Heaven  (ball  be  fhaken.  Lttk.  21* 
25,  26. 
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3.  The  Voice  of  the  Lord  cryeth 
to  us,  faying,  Be  you.  prepared  for  what¬ 
ever  Changes  may  come.  Labour  to  be 
fuch  as  that  nothing  fliall  be  able  to  do 
you  any  hurt.  Be  moved  with  Fear, 
and  get  into  the  Ark.  Make  fare  of 
an  Inrereft  in  Chrift  ;  and  then  no  wa¬ 
ters  can  drown  you.  It  Troubles  come; 
let  them  find  you  m  Chrift;  and  let 
them  find  us  fuvjiig  God,  and  glorify- 
InS  ^inl  In  T.e  fever.;l  places  He  hath 
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fet  us  in.  Yea,  let  them  find  u$ 
washing,  and  praying  that  m  ‘may  he 
*  *ajfco  tinted  worthy  to  eft  ape  all  thoje  things 
that  jha/l  come  to  pafi,  and  to  fiarid  kf‘ 
0  fore  the  Son  of  man, 
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